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❶ Beverages are located in the vendor area on 
the ballroom level (King’s Garden). Other food 
offerings in this hotel are listed among the fol-
lowing pages. 

❷	 The head of each ACCS-accredited and 
ACCS-candidate school is invited to join Da-
vid Goodwin in Heinz. The meeting begins at 
12:15 on Thursday. Lunch will be provided.

❸ The head of school and one guest are invit-
ed to learn more about upcoming work for 
ACCS, Friday in Heinz. The meeting will begin 
at 12:15. Each head of school should have re-
ceived two coupons for lunch.

❹ Please make time to visit each of the vendors. 
Vendors are available from 8–5 on Thursday 
and Friday and 8 to noon on Saturday.

❺ If you are a school looking for someone to fill a 
position at your school, please leave a 3x5 card 
with the job description and your contact in-
formation on the bulletin board near the regis-
tration booth. Likewise, if you are a “someone” 
looking for a position to fill, you may check the 
bulletin board or post a 3x5 card to let schools 
know of your area of expertise and contact in-
formation. Cards may be obtained at the reg-
istration booth.

❻ The registration booth will also double as the 
conference “Lost and Found.”

❼ Plenary sessions and workshops are being re-
corded. Member schools will receive full ac-
cess to all conference recordings in the Mem-
bers Resource Center. 

❽ Use the QR codes posted on each workshop 
sign to give feedback on that workshop. It is 
of great importance to us that we receive your 
feedback on this conference. We read all of 
the comments, and they do have an influence 
on future planning.

❾ We thank our sponsors, advertisers, and 
speakers for their help bringing us the Repair-
ing the Ruins conference. The ACCS welcomes 
our friends and reminds attendees that their 
views are their own and do not necessarily 
represent those of the ACCS or our members.

❿	 Please plan to join us again next year on June 19 
to 22, 2024, at the Renaissance Waverly Atlanta 
Hotel & Convention Center in Atlanta, Georgia.
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Adding 
Bible to your 

homeschool  
is as easy as 

ABC.

AnswersBibleCurriculum.com TwelveStonesCurriculum.com

R E S I D E N T  U N D E R G R A D U AT E  P R O G R A M S  W I T H 
A C C E L E R AT E D  M A S T E R ’ S  O P T I O N S

Bethlehem College

GRADUATE AS A MATURE ADULT 

READY TO WITNESS FOR CHRIST  

WITH WISDOM AND WONDER FOR 

THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.

Don’t waste your college life. Spend 
it in an intentionally small, church-
based school learning and sharing 
the great truth that  
God is most glorified in us when 
we are most satisfied in him.

Learn more at  
apply.bcsmn.edu/college.

ONE OF  THE  LOWEST  TU IT IONS 
IN  AMERICAN CHRIST IAN H IGHER 
EDUCATION,  ABOUT $7 ,500  A  YEAR.

JOHN PIPER, 

CHANCELLOR
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Facility (all on lobby level) Hours

THREE RIVERS RESTAURANT
BREAKFAST & LUNCH

Breakfast ................................................ 6:30 am–11 am 
Lunch ............................................................. 11 am–2 pm 

THREE RIVERS LOUNGE
DINNER & COCKTAILS

Daily ..........................................................4 pm–11:00 pm 

GROUND STOP
(STARBUCKS TYPE)

Daily .....................................................6:30 am–10:00 pm

WYNDHAM GRAND FOOD SERVICES

6 2023
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LEADER’S DAY PRE-CONFERENCE: SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21

TIME/ROOM EVENT SPEAKER

8:00–8:30
Grand Ballroom 3 COFFEE 

8:30–8:45
Grand Ballroom 3&4

WELCOME David Goodwin

8:45–9:30
Grand Ballroom 3&4

PLENARY:  
Merle d’Augbigne, Groen van Prinsterer, and the Great Continental Revival

George Grant

10:00–10:45 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 Panel Discussion: Educating Our Parents Beatty, Cowart, & Stanton
Grand Ballroom 4 Identifying and Training New Board Members Tim Dernlan

11:00–11:45 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 What We Have Learned About Development? Liechty, Palumbo, & Toflinski

Grand Ballroom 4 Using a Strategic Vision to Grow Fundraising and Fill Classrooms David Seibel

12:00–1:00 LUNCH (on your own)

1:00–1:50
Grand Ballroom 3&4

PLENARY: Facing Legal Threats to Your School’s Religious Liberty Gregory S. Baylor

2:00–2:50 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 Panel Discussion: Virtue and Spiritual Formation Atwood, Hensley, & Hughes
Grand Ballroom 4 The LTBTQ+ Challenge—Is Your School Ready?  Tony Jeffrey

3:00–3:50 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 Situation Room Exercises: Answers to Common Problems Dan Peterson
Grand Ballroom 4 Classical Christian Education in Urban Diverse Environments Eric Spee

4:00–4:50
Grand Ballroom 3&4

PLENARY: Taking Truth Seriously David Goodwin

4:50–5:30 REGIONAL GATHERINGS FOR PRAYER 
Grand Ballroom 3 Northeast (Front of Room)
Grand Ballroom 3 Southeast (Back of Room)
Grand Ballroom 4 Midwest (Front of Room)
Grand Ballroom 4 South Central (Back of Room)
Grand Ballroom 4 West (Middle of Room)

9:00–4:00 PRACTICUMS:
Sterlings 2 & 3 Classical Tools for a Successful Grammar Classroom Cutler, Peeler & Runyan
Sterlings 1 Latin Foster, Griffith & Moore
Birmingham Common Arts Hall

6:30–8:30
Grand Ballroom 1 REHEARSAL: ACCS National Honor Choir

7:00–9:00
Heinz 

RECEPTION FOR HEADS OF SCHOOLS

8 2023



Join America’s Christian Credit Union, the financial partner  
that shares your values and supports your mission.

2100 E. Route 66  |  Glendora, CA 91740  |  Toll-Free: 800.343.6328
This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Added savings protection provided by American Share Insurance (ASI) on qualifying 

member’s accounts in excess of that provided by NCUA. ASI is a credit union owned-share guaranty corporation. See a credit union representative for details. 

Personal Banking • School Banking

Does your bank love 
the Good, the True, 
and the Beautiful?

AmericasChristianCU.com/Schools



8:00–8:30  ����������������������������������������������������������� COFFEE

8:30–8:45 ������������������������������������������������������� WELCOME 

8:45–9:30  ���������������������������������������� PLENARY SESSION

Merle d’Augbigne, Groen van 
Prinsterer, and the Great 
Continental Revival, George Grant

Jean-Henri Merle d’Aubigné (1794-1872) was a 
preacher and an historian. Guillaume Groen van 
Prinsterer (1801-1876) was a politician and a po-
lemicist. Thrown together at the Dutch court during 
the frightful and fractious days of revolution, they 
laid the foundations for a surprising revival of ref-
ormational fruitfulness that would shape the gen-
erations to come. Were it not for d’Aubigne and 
Groen, there would likely have been no Kuyper, 
Bavinck, Van Til, Schaeffer, or Sproul. For that mat-
ter, there would likely have been no me or you.

10:00–10:45  ��������������������������������������������� WORKSHOPS

Educating Our Parents, Panel Discussion

Three different school administrators talk about 
the most impactful and intentional things they do 
in their schools. This workshop will include a time 
for a Q&A with attendees.

Identifying and Training New 
Board Members, Tim Dernlan

What qualifications, skills, and personality traits 
should we look for in classical Christian school 
board members? What is the process for finding 
board members? How long does it take to find 
board members? How do we onboard new mem-
bers and ensure proper training in board gover-
nance so that we remain committed to our mis-
sion, vision, and strategic plan? If you have asked 
any of these questions, you are not alone. These 
are all common questions of classical Christian 
school boards that will be addressed during this 
workshop. 

11:00–11:45 WORKSHOPS

Development Group: What We 
Have Learned, Panel Discussion

Three different panelists talk about the most im-
pactful and intentional things they do in their 
schools. This workshop will include a time for a 
Q&A with attendees.

Using a Strategic Vision to 
Grow Fundraising and Fill 
Classrooms, David Seibel

This talk will walk through the anatomy of a suc-
cessful strategic vision cycle that resulted in the 
school’s enrollment and fundraising doubling and 
the school moving locations. The talk is rooted in 
classical Christian philosophy of organizational 
change rather than pragmatism.

LEADERS DAY PRE-CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21

10 2023



PLENARY & WORKSHOP SYNOPSES

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21

11:45–1:00 �����������������������������LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

1:00–1:50 ����������������������������������������� PLENARY SESSION

Facing Legal Threats to Your School’s 
Religious Liberty, Gregory S Baylor 

Greg Baylor, Director of Alliance Defending Free-
dom’s Center for Religious Schools, will address the 
legal challenges to the religious liberty of faith-based 
educational institutions. He will discuss threats 
posed by courts, administrative agencies, and leg-
islative bodies, as well as the religious freedom de-
fenses available under the law. He’ll identify practical 
steps for minimizing litigation and liability risks.

2:00–2:50 �������������������������������������������������� WORKSHOPS

Virtue and Spiritual Formation, 
Panel Discussion

Three different school administrators talk about 
the most impactful and intentional things they do 
in their schools. This workshop will include a time 
for a Q&A with attendees.

The LTBTQ+ Challenge—Is your 
School Ready?, Tony Jeffrey

This seminar will discuss a real-life situation that 
occurred to the presenter and his school as the re-
sult of the expulsion of a student for violating the 
school’s Enrollment Contract by his involvement in 
homosexuality. The seminar will discuss the ma-
ny lessons learned from this experience as well as 
provide practical advice for how best to prepare 
your school for a similar situation. 

3:00–3:50 PM ������������������������������������������� WORKSHOPS

Situation Room Exercises: Answers 
for Common Problems, Dan Peterson

Dan Peterson will facilitate a discussion of com-
mon problems facing our schools. Attendees will 
work with others to find solutions and share those 
with a larger group.

Classical Christian Education in Urban 
Diverse Environments, Eric Spee

Classical Christian schools in urban environments 
with diverse populations face many challeng-
es. This workshop will provide tools to effectively 
reach these communities so they may enjoy the 
Paideia of a classical education. 

4:00-4:30 ����������������������������������������� PLENARY SESSION

Taking Truth Seriously, David Goodwin

As with Arianism, some Christians today ask, 
“What’s wrong with righting past wrongs? Don’t 
they have a point? We just want to be welcoming to 
everyone! Can we agree to disagree?” These “third 
way” sentiments accept the underlying premise of 
atheistic Marxism—and in turn make giving way to 
man’s authority more important than giving way to 
God’s truth. The danger is hard to discern through 
our smeared cultural glasses. What begins as a 
modest addition of a book here or there turns into 
removing even more, and before long, even some 
classical Christian schools will be “woke” schools.

4:50–5:30  ������������������������������ REGIONAL GATHERINGS 
FOR PRAYER

Attendees will gather for prayer. This will allow you 
to meet some of your colleagues working near you.

See location on schedule�
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LEADER’S DAY PRE-CONFERENCE: SPEAKERS

PRESTON ATWOOD (prestonatwood@regentsacademy.com)
Panel Discussion: “Virtue and Spiritual Formation”

Preston Atwood serves as the headmaster of Regents Academy in Nacogdoches, Tex-
as. He earned his Ph.D and M.A. in classical & ancient Near Eastern studies (Hebrew 
Bible major; Greek minor) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, a Th.M. and M. Div. 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, and a B.A. in humanities at Scarbor-
ough College. Dr. Atwood was previously the headmaster at Grace Classical Christian 
Academy in Granbury, Texas, and has held administrative appointments at UW-Mad-
ison (2014-2019), the National Association of Professors of Hebrew (2015-2017), and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (2010-2014). Dr. Atwood has also been the 
recipient of several fellowships and grants, affording him opportunities to present his 
scholarly research in many countries and states, including a summer-long research stay 
in Jerusalem, Israel. Dr. Atwood is married to Emily and has eight kids, five of whom at-
tend Regents. Aside from his more administrative and scholarly pursuits, Dr. Atwood en-
joys writing piano music, fishing, conducting experiments with his sons, crafting with his 
daughters, drinking Mediterranean coffee, and taking his wife to non-chain restaurants.  
Email: prestonatwood@regentsacademy.com

GREGORY S� BAYLOR (ksnarey@adflegal.org)
“Facing Legal Threats to Your School’s Religious Liberty”

Gregory S. Baylor serves as senior counsel with Alliance Defending Freedom, where he is 
the director of the Center for Religious Schools and Senior Counsel for Government Af-
fairs. Since joining ADF in 2009, Baylor has focused on defending and advancing the reli-
gious freedom of faith-based educational institutions through advice, education, legisla-
tive and public advocacy, and representation in disputes. He has testified about religious 
liberty issues three times before congressional committees. Greg regularly comments on 
religious liberty and higher education issues in television, radio, and print media, including 
The New York Times, Christianity Today, National Public Radio, and network and cable news 
programs. Additionally, he serves on the board of directors for the Museum of the Bible 
and the International Alliance for Christian Education. Greg earned his Juris Doctor in 1990 
from Duke University School of Law, where he graduated Order of the Coif, with high hon-
ors, and served on the editorial board of the Duke Law Journal. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in honors English in 1987 from Dartmouth College. Following graduation from law 
school, he served as law clerk to the Hon. Jerry E. Smith on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit. He practiced labor and employment law at two large international law 
firms for three years before joining the staff of Christian Legal Society’s Center for Law and 
Religious Freedom, where he served for 15 years prior to joining ADF. He lives in Northern 
Virginia with his wife (a medical doctor) and two daughters.

CLASSICAL • CHRISTIAN • LIBERATING ARTS

We provide young men and women with the highest
quality undergraduate and graduate education in liberal
arts and culture from a distinctively Christian and
Reformed perspective to equip them for lives of faithful
service to the Triune God and His Kingdom and to
encourage the use of their gifts for the growth of
Christian culture.

UNDERGRADUATE &
GRADUATE PROGRAMS

Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Culture

Master of Theology and Letters

Master of Classical Christian Studies

Masters of Fine Arts

For details visit nsa.edu/apply

(208) 882-1566
NSA.edu
admissions@nsa.edu

ABOUT NSA

FOR MORE INFORMATION

EDUCATION WAS ALWAYS
MEANT TO CREATE FREE,
ROBUST, LEADING MEN AND
WOMEN -President Ben Merkle

VISIT OUR BLOG:

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

12 2023
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LEADER’S DAY PRE-CONFERENCE: SPEAKERS

MATT BEATTY (mbeatty@bloomfieldchristian.com)
Panel Discussion: “Educating Our Parents”

Matt Beatty is the head of school at Bloomfield Christian School, a charter member and 
accredited school in ACCS. He also serves on the ACCS board of directors. Matt has been 
a pastor, college professor and working in and around Christian and classical education 
since 1996. He has a B.A. from Grove City College, an M. Div. from Gordon-Conwell Theo-
logical Seminary, and counseling certificates from CCEF. He has been married to his col-
lege sweetheart, Lynnae, for thirty years and has four children in their twenties.

JAMES COWART (james.cowart@trinitaschristian.org)
Panel Discussion: “Educating Our Parents”

James Cowart serves as headmaster at Trinitas Christian School in Pensacola, Florida. 
He previously served as headmaster at an ACCS school in TN before moving to Pen-
sacola almost ten years ago. James and his wife Joy have five children, all of whom at-
tend Trinitas.

TIM DERNLAN (tdernlan@accsedu.org)
“Identifying and Training New Board Members”

Dr. Timothy Dernlan earned an Ed.D. in Organizational Leadership from Ashland Univer-
sity and was named the Outstanding Graduate in 2013. He also holds an M.Ed. in Educa-
tional Leadership from Lehigh and a B.A. in Communication and Education from Purdue. 
He currently serves as Vice President for the Association of Classical Christian Schools. 
He has served as Head of School at institutions ranging from 200 to 1300 students and 
has served on a variety of non-profit boards and committees. He consults with schools 
and specializes in board governance, strategic planning, organizational structure, and fi-
nancial stability. He has authored several books including A Guide to Understanding Clas-
sical Christian Education and Classical Christian Virtues. Dr. Dernlan and his wife, Kara, 
were married in 2000 and they have two sons and two daughters (Boaz, Ezekiel, Rebec-
ca, and Anna). They enjoy hiking, reading, camping, exercising, theology, and playing 
board games together as a family.

DAVID GOODWIN (david.goodwin@accsedu.org)
“Taking Truth Seriously”

David Goodwin has served as the full-time president of the Association of Classical Chris-
tian Schools (ACCS) since 2015. Formerly, he was the head of the Ambrose School, a clas-
sical Christian school in Boise, Idaho from 2003 through 2014. He served on the ACCS 
Board as an elected member from 2010 to 2014, and helped develop the strategic plan for 
the ACCS. Prior to his work in classical Christian education, Mr. Goodwin spent 13 years in 
marketing and new business development for a large computer products manufacturer. 
He holds an MBA and BIS from Boise State University. He and his wife, Stormy, work as a 
team on many ACCS projects and attend The King’s Congregation in Boise, Idaho. 

GEORGE GRANT (george@parishpres.org)
“The Great Continental Revival: Haldane, d’Aubigne, and Groen”

George Grant has started a lot of things and somehow or another he has even managed to 
finish a few of them. Currently, he is the pastor of Parish Presbyterian Church in Franklin, 
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Tennessee, where he also serves as the director of the King’s Meadow Study Center and 
teaches at the Franklin Classical School. He has planted four churches, established a fistful 
of schools and co-ops along with two colleges, accumulated a bottom drawer full of ac-
ademic degrees, and is the author of enough out-of-print books to keep half the garage 
sales in the South fully stocked. But, by his own testimony, his greatest accomplishment is 
his ongoing role as husband of one, father of three, and grandfather of six (and counting).

TY HENSLEY (thensley@bayshorechristian.org)
Panel Discussion: “Virtue and Spiritual Formation”

Ty Hensley is currently the upper-school principal at Bayshore Christian School where 
he has served for the last three years. He has a bachelor’s degree in kinesiology and a 
masters in educational leadership from Georgia College and State University. His great-
est blessing during his college years was meeting his beautiful wife Kelly at GC&SU. They 
were married in 2005 and have two beautiful children together, Avery (15) and Ace (12). 
After eight years of teaching in public education, Ty realized that public education was not 
the answer for his kids or for the students that he taught. He began researching classi-
cal Christian education and was immediately hooked. Shortly thereafter, he became the 
headmaster of Providence Classical Christian School in Oxford, Georgia, in 2010. Later, 
God called him on a new adventure at Annapolis Christian Academy in Corpus Christi, Tex-
as, in 2016. He left Texas in 2020 and has been at Bayshore for the past three years and 
loves the school and the lower Alabama gulf coast area. He is passionate about classical 
Christian education and has a deep-seated desire to advance the classical Christian vision.

KYLE HUGHES (khughes@stonehavenschool.org)
Panel Discussion: “Virtue and Spiritual Formation”

Kyle R. Hughes (Ph.D., Radboud University Nijmegen) is an author, pastor, and educator 
who currently serves as the inaugural lower school principal at The Stonehaven School 
in Marietta, Georgia,. He is the author of three books, including most recently Teaching 
for Spiritual Formation: A Patristic Approach to Christian Education in a Convulsed Age (Cas-
cade, 2022), the writing of which further sold him on the crucial importance of classical 
Christian education. He also works as the director of catechesis and as a member of the 
clergy team at Christ the King Anglican Church in Marietta.

TONY JEFFREY (tony.jeffrey@covenantchristian.net)
“The LTBTQ+ Challenge—Is your School Ready?”

Tony was born and raised in Fairmont, Minnesota, and became a believer in 1972 while 
attending a worldview summer camp called the Summit, located in Manitou Springs, 
Colorado. He has a B. A. in biblical studies from American Christian College, a Th. M. 
from Dallas Theological Seminary, and a Ph. D. from the University of North Texas. He 
and his wife Kathy have been married for forty years and he has three grown children 
and two (so far) grandchildren. Tony began his career in Christian schools in 1982 and 
has served over the years as a high school teacher, registrar, college and guidance coun-
selor, accreditation coordinator, learning difference program coordinator, director of 
admission, director of development, assistant headmaster and headmaster for two clas-
sical Christian schools for over fifteen years. Tony also serves an elder in his church, is on 
the director’s development board of the Jesus Film Project, a ministry of CRU, and is very 
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CHECK OUT
LITTLE PATRIOTS 
TODAY! 
An entertaining program designed to teach
kids more about our country's history and
American values—for free! 

Created by Dr. Ben Carson's American Cornerstone Institute
and produced by Hollywood Pros and experienced
teachers and education professionals. High quality,
free content you can trust. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Free Cartoon Series, Star Spangled Adventures 
Free Online Learning Classes for K-5th Grade
Free Elementary School Program & Portal 
Free Activity Videos, Workbooks, and More! 

Learn more about the American Cornerstone
Institute at www.americancornerstone.org. 
American Cornerstone Institute
50 F Street NW, Suite 530
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 349-9634 or contact@americancornerstone.org

www.LittlePatriotsLearning.com



active in the pro-life movement. Tony’s two favorite leadership and management books 
are: Good To Great by Jim Collins, and The Way of the Shepherd by Kevin Leman.

GENE LIECHTY (gliechty1@gmail.com)
Panel Discussion: “What We’ve Learned: Do’s and Don’ts in Fundraising  
and Development”

Gene Liechty is the director of advancement at Sandhills Classical Christian School in 
Pinehurst, North Carolina. Prior to this, he served in a similar capacity at Cary Chris-
tian School in Cary, North Carolina and Logos School in Moscow, Idaho. Gene has also 
planted/pastored several churches in the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Church-
es (CREC) over the past twenty years. Gene and his wife, Kimberly, have four college-age 
children: Grace, Carter, Silas, and Ian.

COURTNEY PALUMBO (cpalumbo@regents-school.org)
Panel Discussion: “What We’ve Learned: Do’s and Don’ts in Fundraising  
and Development”

Courtney Palumbo is the head of school at Regents. After experiencing the fruits of a 
classical Christian school in Texas and finding Charlottesville without such a school, Mrs. 
Palumbo founded Regents in 2010. She has taught kindergarten, first grade, and fifth and 
sixth grade literature. Mrs. Palumbo holds a bachelor’s of communication from Vander-
bilt University. Additionally, Mrs. Palumbo serves on the board of academic advisors for 
the Classical Learning Exam. Prior to moving to Charlottesville, she served as an assistant 
account executive for a worldwide public affairs firm in Washington, DC and opened her 
own event planning company in Austin, Texas. Mrs. Palumbo also served on the vice-pres-
idential advance team for the 1992 election and in the logistical operations office of the 
1992 Republican National Convention. For more than 25 years, Mrs. Palumbo has been 
married to Tom, who keeps life exciting, and they have three beautiful children who have 
all attended Regents—Katherine, Matthew, and Olivia.

DAN PETERSON (dpeterson@regentsaustin.org)
“The Situation Room: Answers for Common Problems”

Dr. Peterson has served as the head of school at Regents School of Austin since 2018. Orig-
inally from Tennessee, he obtained a M. Div. degree in theology from Southern Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky. He served for one year at Heritage Academy in Columbia, Missouri. He 
then served for six years as founding head of school at Cornerstone Academy in Tennessee, 
while pursuing and earning his Ph. D. in leadership and Christian education in 2012. He be-
gan his tenure at Regents in 2012 serving as the head of school of logic until 2015. He served 
as the head of school and president of Evangelical Christian School in Tennessee from 2015 
to 2018 before returning to Regents. Dr. Peterson has presented at several national and re-
gional conferences, and he has completed the Colson Fellows National Program. He serves 
as a board member for the Association of Classical Christian Schools (ACCS), Classic Learning 
Test (CLT), and Baylor University’s Center for School Leadership.
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DAVID SEIBEL (dseibel@accsedu.org)
“Using a Strategic Vision to Grow Fundraising and Fill Classrooms” 

As the head of school, David Seibel aims to cultivate a generation of scholar-disciples 
who are passionate about learning. Husband to Brooke and father of two current and 
an additional two future Coram Deo Academy students, David holds a doctorate of edu-
cation from Southern Theological Seminary, an M. Div. from Southern Theological Semi-
nary, an M. Ed. from Marian University, and B. A. in Economics and Spanish from Wabash 
College. His family attends Cornerstone Bible Church in Carmel, Indiana.

ERIC SPEE (speee@shcssharks.com)
“Classical Christian Education in Urban Diverse Environments” 

Eric Spee has been the head of Sheridan Hills Christian School since 2016. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in history and a masters in school administration. He serves on the 
Schools United Broward leadership team and has spoken at various conferences on his-
tory, Shakespeare, and the role of athletics in Christian education. Eric and his wife Cathy 
have been married for 22 years. They have two children that attend SHCS and a son who 
graduated in 2023.

DAVID STANTON (dstanton@oakdaleacademy.com)
Panel Discussion: “Educating Our Parents”

David J. Stanton IV holds a doctorate in education (Ed. D.) and an education specialist (Ed. 
S.) from Liberty University along with a master of arts from Central Michigan University, 
and a bachelor of arts from Hillsdale College, along with diplomas from the United States 
Naval War College and the Joint Forces Staff College. David brings experience as a former 
public school teacher and administrator for years, a private Christian school teacher, col-
legiate teacher, and as a classical Christian school teacher and administrator. He recently 
retired from the U. S. Navy Reserve, having achieved the rank of Commander. During his 
21 years of service, David deployed twice —once to Afghanistan (2007) and most recent-
ly to Bahrain (2021) and has numerous personal and unit/campaign decorations. Cur-
rently, he serves as the headmaster of Oakdale Academy, a classical Christian school in 
Waterford, Michigan. David is married to the former Joanna (Jodie) Autry and they reside 
outside Detroit, Michigan, with their five daughters and one son.

MEREDITH TOFLINSKI (mtoflinski@bayshorechristian.org)
Panel Discussion: “What We’ve Learned: Do’s and Don’ts in Fundraising  
and Development”

Meredith Toflinski is currently serving as the director of development, marketing, and 
donor relations at Bayshore Christian School in Fairhope, Alabama. She is working on 
a $25 million dollar capital campaign for an upper school campus. Meredith graduated 
with a degree in telecommunication and film from The University of Alabama. She spent 
5+ years working as a television reporter and is an Emmy award-winning journalist for 
her work covering the April 27, 2011 tornado in Tuscaloosa. Since broadcasting, Mere-
dith worked for a Tuscaloosa-based sales and marketing firm. She is a member of the 
Leadership Baldwin County Class of 2023, a member of the Eastern Shore Optimist Club, 
and she and her husband are active members of Eastern Shore Presbyterian Church.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 22

TIME/ROOM EVENT SPEAKER
8:00–8:30
Grand Ballroom DEVOTIONS George Grant

9:00–9:30
Grand Ballroom WELCOME & OPENING

9:30–10:30
Grand Ballroom 1 PLENARY: Tombs of the Prophets Douglas Wilson

10:50–11:50 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 L/R Christians Are Re-Readers Rosaria Butterfield
Grand Ballroom 4 F (A) The Classical Imagination: The How, What, and Why of Classical Education Craig Hefner
Sterlings 2 & 3 G The What and Why of Teaching Grammar Tammy Peters
Sterlings 1 G Excellence in Bible Teaching in the Grammar School Barbara Hansen
Smithfield All Augustine’s De Magistro: Teaching, Learning, Signs, and God David Diener
Birmingham Ad Leading Teacher Training from the Back of the Room Bryan Lynch
Ft� Pitt Ad Completing the Trivium is a Must Andrew Smalley
Heinz L/R Launching Apologetics in the Mind of a 16-Year Old Phil Arant

Grand Ballroom 1/2 L/R
TRACK PLENARY: The Idolatrous Eye: How to Recognize and Respond 
Rightly to Beauty in a Fallen World

Cole Jeffrey

12:00–1:15 LUNCH & VENDOR TIME
12:15–1:00
Heinz LUNCH MEETING for Heads of ACCS Accredited and Candidate Schools David Goodwin

1:15–1:30
Grand Ballroom SINGING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

1:30–2:30
Grand Ballroom PLENARY: Five Lies of our Anti-Christian Age Rosaria Butterfield

2:30–4:00
 Hospitality Suite HEAD OF SCHOOL WIVES TEA

2:50–3:50 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 G The Crack in the Marble Jar, 2.0 Feeney & Kilmer
Grand Ballroom 4 Ad Stop Writing Strategic Plans and Start Thinking Strategically Vince Burens
Sterlings 2 & 3 G Music Literacy in Action: Setting the Foundation for Joyful Music Making Kara Faraldi
Sterlings 1 All The Integration of Virtue: Spiritual Formation and Learning  Hopkins & Radcliff
Smithfield L/R Those Who Teach, Know: Utilizing “Dialogue” as a Form of Assessment Schinetsky & Shaunessy
Birmingham All How does Science Fit into a Classical Education? Charles Dewberry
Ft� Pitt L/R Teaching Art in Christian Classical Schools: One Art Teacher’s Journey! Scott Maynard
Heinz L/R Practical Progymnasmata: Making Use of an Ancient Rhetorical Masterclass Jason Modar

Grand Ballroom 1/2 F (A)TP TRACK PLENARY: Scriptural Integraton Douglas Wilson

4:10–5:10 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 G Writing in the Grammar Stage—Engaging in the Beauty Tammy Peters
Grand Ballroom 4 F (A) Directing Affections to Beauty Caleb Sasser
Sterlings 2 & 3 G The Grammar School Day: A Liturgy Terri Covil
Smithfield Ad Event Planning: An Important Piece of Your Development Strategy Gene Liechty
Birmingham Ad Dealing with Public Controversy Robert Stacey
Ft� Pitt All All the World’s a Screen: Shakespeare and Social Media Cole Jeffrey
Heinz L/R Get Your Students Reading Latin Joseph Roberts
Sterlings 1 L/R A Christian Response to Classical Rhetoric Andrew Kern

Grand Ballroom 1/2 TP TRACK PLENARY: Part I: The Early Church from Christ to Constantine Louis Markos

7:30–8:30
Grand Ballroom 1/2

TP ACCS NATIONAL HONOR CHOIR, Presented by NSA

Ad: Administrators
G: Grammar
F: Foundations

LR: Logic/Rhetoric
P: Practicum
TP: Track Plenary
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8:00–8:30 AM ����������������������������������������������DEVOTIONS 

9:00–9:30 AM ���������������������� WELCOME AND OPENING 

9:30–10:30 AM ���������������������������������PLENARY SESSION

Tombs of the Prophets, Douglas Wilson

As we celebrate the great accomplishments of 
the great Athanasius, we need to guard ourselves 
against a perennial temptation when it comes to 
dealing with prophets. Not dead prophets, because 
we generally do well with dead prophets. The thing 
that everyone struggles with is how to deal with liv-
ing prophets, who are angular and difficult to keep 
in their place. This is a subject that is crammed with 
opportunities for true edification.

10:50–11:50 AM ����������������������������������������WORKSHOPS

Christians Are Re-Readers, 
Rosaria Butterfield

One difficulty that classical teachers of literature 
have is that the classics were not only meant to 
be read but, importantly, the classics are meant to 
be re-read. This becomes especially important for 
Classical Christian teachers trying to inspire stu-
dents to steward ideas and cultivate virtue. This 
workshop will allow classical teachers to discuss 
ways we can—and should—incorporate re-reading 
into our pedagogy.

The Classical Imagination: The How, What, 
and Why of Classical Education,  
Craig Hefner

The goal of classical education is to cultivate in 
students a classical imagination —the ability to be 
set free from an imaginative captivity to our time 
and place. This workshop will examine the classical 
imagination as orienting the how, what, and why of 
classical education. It will consider the features of 
the modern imagination and how a modern educa-
tion tends to leave a student mentally stuck in the 
modern world. The recovery of classical education 
has involved many phases (the trivium as stages, 

the great books, virtue formation, and the liber-
al arts), but the movement for classical education 
is nonetheless always centered around the same 
end: the recovery of the classical imagination for 
the modern world.

The What and Why of Teaching 
Grammar, Tammy Peters

How do you teach English grammar to young gram-
marians? How do you excite little learners to won-
der at the what and the why of a sentence? This 
workshop attempts to answer these questions by 
covering the five foundational elements of teaching 
English grammar: know the language of a grammar 
(definitional learning), connect the known to the 
unknown (categorical learning), know the what and 
the why of the elements in a sentence (analytical 
learning), recognize the relationships among the el-
ements (diagramming), appreciate grammar to en-
joy the beauty of language (wonder).

Excellence in Bible Teaching in the 
Grammar School, Barbara Hansen

Many classical Christian school teachers feel inade-
quate to teach God’s Word. Their intimidation leads 
to quick coverage of the biblical material, which 
does not equal comprehension or connection to 
the Eternal God Almighty. Instead of transforma-
tive discipleship, the typical Christian school teach-
er boils the lesson down to basic life lessons such 
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as read your Bible, pray more than you do now, 
and be kind to others. James K. A. Smith contends 
that people build their lives around what they love. 
Let’s build our schools and classrooms around ex-
cellent bible teaching.

Augustine’s De Magistro: Teaching, 
Learning, Signs, and God, David Diener

Augustine’s De Magistro (On the Teacher) is a 
short, minor dialogue that often is overlooked. 
This seminar explores the significance of De Magis-
tro in three steps: First, it offers a summary of Au-
gustine’s argument therein. It then examines im-
portant contributions that this dialogue makes in 
the development of Augustine’s thought regard-
ing signs and the Inner Teacher. Finally, it explores 
some educational implications of De Magistro re-
garding the nature of teaching and the use of So-
cratic dialogue that Augustine plunders from the 
previous work of the pagan Plato.

Leading Teacher Training from the 
Back of the Room, Bryan Lynch

In order to make a lasting impact on teachers’ 
thinking and classroom practice, teacher learning 
and training should be as engaging and as realistic 
as possible. This means moving teachers from be-
ing passive spectators to fully active participants. 
This workshop provides specific methods adminis-
trators and other faculty leaders can use to make 
professional development times more thoughtful, 
engaging, and realistic, leading to more lasting re-
sults in the classroom. 

Completing the Trivium is a 
Must, Andrew Smalley

ACCS as an organization sees the value of 9-12 
grade in a classical Christian school. Howev-
er, building a rhetoric school at a classical Chris-
tian school is fraught with challenges. Taking Dr. 
Smalley’s applied research, Smalley will share the 
principles learned and share the ways to ensure 

that your classical Christian school not only com-
pletes the trivium, but that your school parents 
and students understand the incredible value of a 
rhetoric school education.

Launching Apologetics in the Mind 
of a 16-Year-Old, Phil Arant

Students raised in a Christian home and educat-
ed in a Christian school are often not provided an 
adequate resource for defending the truth claims 
of their faith. Many graduates subsequently find 
the challenges posed by skeptics to be daunting. 
Instead of surveying a litany of arguments, this 
workshop will give an overview of how the vari-
ous approaches to apologetics should be rooted in 
epistemology which, in turn, must be rooted in the 
person of Jesus Christ. The methodology used at 
Schaeffer Academy builds Christian defense from 
this foundation and then challenges students to re-
spond to various atheists.

The Idolatrous Eye: How to Recognize 
and Respond Rightly to Beauty 
in a Fallen World, Cole Jeffrey

Classical philosophy teaches that beauty is a divine 
gift with the power to liberate minds and trans-
form hearts. Christian theology, however, teach-
es us that our fallen minds and hearts struggle to 
receive God’s gifts rightly. Too often, we neglect, 
misuse, or abuse beauty. In this talk, Dr. Jeffrey 
will discuss examples of bad responses to beauty 
in Augustine’s Confessions, Milton’s Paradise Lost, 
Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray, and other liter-
ary works to show why theology and aesthetics 
are inseparable. Drawing insights from both classi-
cal philosophers and Christian theologians, he will 
demonstrate how conversations about beauty can 
help us confront the ugliness of sin and support 
God’s redemptive work in our lives.

12:00-1:15 PM �������������������LUNCH AND VENDOR TIME
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12:15-1:00 PM �����������LUNCH MEETING FOR HEADS OF 

ACCS ACCREDITED SCHOOLS, David Goodwin

1:15-1:30 PM ����������������SINGING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1:30 PM ���������������������������������������������PLENARY SESSION

Five Lies of our Anti-Christian Age,  
Rosaria Butterfield

As Classical Christian educators, it is not enough to 
say what is true. We must also be willing to expose 
what is false. The great idol of modern culture, rep-
resented by the letters LGBTQ and the symbol +, 
demands Christians endorse five lies. Lie #1, Homo-
sexuality is a normal sexual variant; Lie #2, pagan 
spirituality is kind; Lie #3, Feminism is good for the 
church and the world; Lie #4, Transgenderism is a 
normal gender variant; Lie #5, Modesty is outdated, 
dangerous, insulting to women. As Classical Chris-
tian educators, we defy these lies in the name of 
virtue and truth.

2:50 PM ������������������������������������������������������WORKSHOPS

The Crack in the Marble Jar, 2.0, 
DeeDee Feeney & Julie Kilmer

As the world searches aimlessly for behavior mod-
ification systems, we rest in the joy of training our 
children in Habits of the Heart. While seeking to cul-
tivate virtue and wisdom, we recognize we are shep-
herding children, not merely managing classrooms.

Stop Writing Strategic Plans and Start 
Thinking Strategically, Vince Burens

Why are so many strategic plans ineffective? Why do 
they fail? Why are they on the shelf instead of guiding 
the daily decisions of schools? Or why do we try to run 
our school without any plan at all? We will tackle these 
questions straight on and provide you the keys to cre-
ate an agile, relevant plan for your school that emerg-
es from a strategic thinking culture and will unify and 
guide your school in these turbulent times.

Music Literacy in Action: Setting the 
Foundation for Joyful Music Making,  
Kara Faraldi

Music is a language that anyone can learn! A Gram-
mar School music curriculum built around active-
ly developing musical language skills using Zoltán 
Kodály’s pedagogical approach sets the founda-
tion for this to be possible. In this workshop, teach-
ers will experience music lessons as their students 
would in a K-6 Kodály classroom. It will demonstrate 
grade-appropriate activities oriented toward rais-
ing up joyful, musically literate students who will be 
able to sing any piece of music they are given. One 
folk song will be used to model the teaching of three 
musical concepts across three different grade levels 
(K, third, and fifth). Students will be able to appre-
ciate great works of music because they will have 
been given the tools to sing them and actively par-
ticipate in them.

The Integration of Virtue/
Spiritual Formation and Learning 
at Augustine Classical Academy, 
Tamra Hopkins & Jason Radcliff

We believe all education is discipleship. Committed to 
what F.E. Gaebelein calls “the integration of faith and 
learning” throughout all aspects of our curriculum-
from our classrooms all the way to our rowers on the 
Hudson—we seek to integrate Christian principles 
with an “education of a type high enough to merit 
intimacy with such exalted ideals” (as F.E.G. says) so 

THURSDAY, JUNE 22

24 2023



25 ACCS CONFERENCE | PITTSBURGH, PA

WE UNDERSTAND 
YOU DO SO MUCH
WITH SO LITTLE
At The Champion Group, we know your heart is to raise up a generation of resilient 
disciples. In order to do that, you need proper funding. The problem is you lack the 
ability to raise enough money to accomplish your purpose. This leaves you feeling 
like your hands are tied. We believe God has a plan for your school to freely expe-
rience abundance and lead with confidence and joy. We understand that you do so 
much with so little, which is why we help you secure the resources you need to do 
more than you imagine. 

Working with Christian schools across the country has pro-
vided our team with a front-row seat to the struggles you 
face. On a daily basis, schools are tasked with mastering 
three domains: EDUCATION, MINISTRY, & BUSINESS. Our 
team has cross-domain experience that allows your school 
to obtain the fractional talent it needs to achieve your 
God-given mission.

LIKE-MINDED 
TEAM OF EXPERTS 

Outside our 30 years of experience, the Champion differ-
ence lies within its members. Each Champion team member 
has worked in Christian schools, non-profits, and Christian 
ministries. WE KNOW YOUR BATTLES, AND WE BELIEVE IN 
YOUR MISSION. 

MISSIONALLY-ALIGNED 
SUPPORT

The Champion Group will not give you a binder or hand-
book to be put on the shelf and never to be seen again. 
We have created IN-HOUSE SUPPORT SERVICES designed 
to enhance your school’s health. Each service will be de-
livered by experts who have been in your shoes and will 
walk beside you every step of the way. 

FULL SERVICE
CONSULTING GROUP

All Champion Group solutions are designed to be self-fund-
ing and include elements such as fundraising campaigns, 
marketing, admissions, or auxiliary revenue generation to 
ensure that your FINANCIAL INVESTMENT PROVIDES A 
FINANCIAL RETURN.

SELF-FUNDED
SOLUTIONS

www.thechampiongroup.com



our school is both academically rigorous and intri-
cately woven full of virtue/spiritual formation such 
that, for example, things like “chapel” or “virtue/spir-
itual formation” programs would be redundant.

Those Who Teach, Know: A 
Method of Utilizing “Dialogue” 
as a Form of Assessment, Sandy 
Schinetsky & Martha Shaunessy

How can we determine if students truly “under-
stand” the ideas they are taught? Have you ever 
asked a student why something is true, and the 
student replies with “Because you told us so”? This 
workshop will discuss the method of “Dialogue” as 
a way to counteract those types of responses. In a 
Dialogue, students are required to teach the class 
certain topics, and in their preparation to teach, 
students learn to think about the “whys” of topics. 
This method will work for all classes, and most es-
pecially math classes.

How Does Science Fit into a Classical 
Education?, Charles Dewberry

Science is arguably the most distinctive part of 
modern Western Civilization. A modern educated 
person should be conversant in science and its role 
in culture. How should science be integrated into a 
classical education? This talk highlights Gutenberg 
College’s experience of thirty years wrestling with 
this question.

Teaching Art in Christian Classical Schools: 
One Art Teacher’s Journey, Scott Maynard

Fourteen years ago I began to teach art at a Chris-
tian classical school. One night while I was sleeping 
(True Story!), I sat straight up in bed in response to 
a dream where a parent asked me, “So what does 
it mean to teach art Christianly and classically?” My 
shock was so intense at that moment because I 
knew that I had no response that would be ade-
quate or even coherent. “I know what it means to 
be a Christian, but how do I teach art Christianly?” I 

was unacquainted with classical education then, so 
I was significantly clueless about what it meant to 
teach art classically. Over the last fourteen years, it 
has been a quest of mine to develop a meaningful 
response to that question. I’m not there yet, but I’m 
a lot farther down the road than I was 14 years ago. 
This session will trace some lessons learned along 
the way and perhaps even be encouraging to those 
who are just starting out on the trail, or those who 
have been on the trail for a while.

Practical Progymnasmata: Making 
Sense and Use of an Ancient 
Rhetorical Masterclass, Jason Modar

The intent of this workshop is to introduce and ex-
plain the fourteen progymnasmata writing exer-
cises to teachers and, more importantly, provide 
practical examples of the exercises that they can 
use in their classrooms. A limited amount of time 
will be dedicated to the history and background of 
the progym, with most of the time given to explain-
ing each exercise and providing sample activities 
and lessons. The sample activities and lessons will 
be applicable to a diverse range of subjects and 
grade levels.

Scriptural Integraton, Douglas Wilson

At the very beginning of our story at Logos School, 
the board made the decision that one of our goals 
was to “teach all subjects as parts of an integrat-
ed whole, with Scriptures at the center.” I am not 
quite sure what possessed us to commit ourselves 
to that goal, but it had enormous ramifications. 
The purpose of this talk is to explore what that 
commitment means, and what the ramifications 
necessarily will be.

4:10–5:10 PM ��������������������������������������������WORKSHOPS

Writing in the Grammar Stage—
Engaging in the Beauty, Tammy Peters

This workshop will focus on writing using two 
types of literature (fables and poetry) to engage 
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grammar-aged students in the beauty of writing. The 
workshop is designed to generate engaging ideas 
that help students use the richness of the language.

Directing Affections to Beauty, Caleb Sasser

How do we practically direct the affections of our stu-
dents? It is in all of our marketing materials, and on 
all of our lips that one of our primary goals is to direct 
the affections of our students to Truth, Goodness, and 
Beauty, but what does that look like in the classroom? 
This workshop, which will focus specifically on beau-
ty, will begin the process of training teachers how to 
direct affections within their classrooms and while 
walking the halls. The goal is to define beauty, under-
stand why teaching to direct affections is so hard, and 
to discuss several practical ways to teach this way in 
our classrooms. Directing students’ affections is the 
highest calling a teacher has, and it is one of the hard-
est. It is difficult because the teacher must model it 
before they teach it. The teacher is the curriculum.

The Grammar School Day: 
A Liturgy, Terri Covil

Liturgy is commonly defined as a form of public wor-
ship, or ritual. The goal of liturgy is to change its par-
ticipants from spectators of worship into active mem-
bers. Each day in our classrooms we engage in both 
ritual and public worship, creating a liturgy that gov-
erns our days. In this talk, we will discuss organizing 
our daily schedules with intentionality and purpose, 
as well as practical ways to create a daily liturgy that 
makes time for sacramental moments and ensures 
that we teach every subject from a biblical worldview.

Event Planning: An Important Piece of 
Your Development Strategy, Gene Liechty

After beginning with a broad discussion regarding 
the various streams of income necessary to suc-
cessfully advance the mission and vision of any 
school, Mr. Liechty will focus on event planning... 
the strategies, techniques, and advance planning 
that will help ensure a successful endeavor. 

Dealing with Public 
Controversy, Robert Stacey

Increasingly, we find ourselves in a culture with an 
insatiable thirst for public controversy. “Cancel cul-
ture” can apply to classical Christian Schools just as 
readily as to celebrities when we stand firmly for 
the truth of God’s Word and His created order. At 
other times, the problems can come from within 
when the sins of a teacher or staff member become 
public. Whatever the source, the best way to deal 
with public controversy is to think about it before-
hand and establish healthy protocols to protect our 
schools and our witness.
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All the World’s a Screen: Shakespeare 
and Social Media, Cole Jeffrey

Even though William Shakespeare lived four centu-
ries before TikTok, his plays can help students nav-
igate the dangers of social media—especially the 
temptation to create and maintain the perfect im-
age. Shakespeare understood the dangers of what 
the Renaissance called “self-fashioning,” manipu-
lating our social image or public persona. His com-
edies offer valuable lessons about the dangers of 
self-fashioning that can help students today resist 
the temptations of social media and pursue what is 
truly beautiful, good, and authentic.

Get Your Students Reading 
Latin, Joseph Roberts

The best litmus test for success in a Latin program 
is a student’s ability to read and comprehend Latin 
texts. If one of our goals is for students to be able 
to read Latin texts such as The Aeneid in Latin, we 
need to be teaching our students how to read with 
simpler texts. Picta Dicta’s Reader Series is an opti-
mal way to take your students from zero to Virgil in 
five years. This workshop will take you through the 
mechanics of teaching Latin through readers with a 
strong regard for grammar and vocabulary mastery.

A Christian Response to Classical 
Rhetoric, Andrew Kern

From Homer through Aristotle to Cicero, the ancient 
Greeks and Romans had incredible insight into the 
art of rhetoric. Yet St. Paul seems to take a diametri-
cal approach to “words of wisdom” in I Corinthians. 
In this session, Kern takes seriously the concerns that 
the Apostle raises (and some brought up by Homer 
and Plato as well!) to seek out a Christian response 
to rhetoric. Building his case on Genesis 1-3 and the 
epistle of James, Kern argues that much of the art 
of classical rhetoric is, in fact, Biblical and should be 
preserved, but that the scriptures offer insight into 
rhetoric that isn’t available without the gospel.

Track Plenary: Part I: The Early Church 
from Christ to Constantine, Louis Markos

This two-part lecture series will set the ground-
work for Athanasius’ defense of orthodoxy by sur-
veying the first three centuries of the church. The 
first lecture will focus on the Book of Acts, the early 
growth of the gospel, the ten persecutions of the 
Roman Empire, and the martyrs who died for the 
church. The second lecture will focus on the theolo-
gians who helped define church doctrine, the here-
tics who sought to deconstruct it, and the historical 
forces that led to the ascension of Constantine and 
the Council of Nicea. Though these two talks are 
best heard in sequence, they can each stand alone. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 23

TIME/ROOM EVENT SPEAKER
9:00–9:10
Grand Ballroom ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTION

9:10–9:30
Grand Ballroom PRESENTATION: First Prize, 2023 Chrysostom Oratory Contest 

9:30–10:30
Grand Ballroom PLENARY: TBD Dr. Ben Carson

10:50–11:50 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 F (G) The Shepherd Teacher: Gracious Classroom Management Kourtney Wright
Grand Ballroom 4 F (S) Cultivating Conversation: Using Feedback & Grading to Improve Discussion Bryan Lynch
Sterlings 2 & 3 All How to Teach Our Kids to Defend Against Radical Gender Ideology  Kenny Ortiz
Sterlings 1 Ad Keys to Running a Successful Capital Campaign in a Turbulent Age Brad Layland
Smithfield Ad Smoothing Your Path Through the ACCS Accreditation Process Carmen Watson
Birmingham All How (and Why) to Teach the Old Testament Without Spoiling It Christopher Jero

Ft� Pitt L/R
Feminism, Meteorology, and the Chronicles of Narnia: How Electives Can 
Enrich Your Students

Isley & Walker

Heinz All Cultivating a Classical Christian Mathematics Program K–12 Josh Wilkerson
Grand Ballroom 1&2 TP TRACK PLENARY: The “Clean Sea Breeze” of Classical Pedagogy Daniel Coupland
12:00–1:00 LUNCH & VENDOR TIME
12:15–1:00
Sterlings 2 & 3 ACCS Membership Meeting David Goodwin

1:15–1:30
Grand Ballroom PRESENTATION: The Boniface Award 

1:30–2:30
Grand Ballroom PLENARY: TBD Dr. Albert Mohler Jr.

2:50–3:50 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 F (G) Planting Seeds of Oral Rhetoric and Communication in Younger Scholars Darlene Gomes
Grand Ballroom 4 F (S) Ten Lessons in Ten Years: Lessons from the Logic School Aaron Fudge
Sterlings 1 All Part I: Reflections on Dorothy Sayers’ “Lost Tools of Learning” Diener, Selby, & Schlect

Smithfield G The Handwritten Word: An Exercise in Beauty Jamie Sullivan
Birmingham All Shaping Round Pegs in a Square-Holed World Kajsa Wilkins
Ft� Pitt All Institutional Bravery Jeffrey Wright
Heinz L/R Mathematic Transformations in Instruction: From Traditional to Classical Shane Artrip
Sterlings 2 & 3 G Teaching Treasures  Myrandi Ballesteros 

Grand Ballroom 1&2 TP
TRACK PLENARY: On the Improvement of the Mind: The Educational 
Vision of Isaac Watts

George Grant

4:10–5:10 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 G Creating a Godly Classroom Culture Janine Warmouth
Grand Ballroom 4 F (A) The 5 M’s of Good Teaching Daniel Coupland
Sterlings 1 All Part II: Reflections on Dorothy Sayers’ “Lost Tools of Learning” Diener, Selby, & Schlect
Sterlings 2 & 3 Ad How to Manage Up: Maximize the Relationship with Your Board Walter Kearns
Smithfield G How to Use Inquiry to Enhance Science Instruction Debbie Gentry 
Birmingham All More than a Garnish: The Centrality of Music in Classical Christian Education Jarrod Richey
Ft� Pitt All Machen: Courage, Clarity, and Common Ground Keith Phillips
Heinz All Art and Nature—STEAM Projects Robin McLaurin
Grand Ballroom 1&2 TP TRACK PLENARY: Part II: The Early Church from Christ to Constantine Louis Markos
7:30–9:30
TBD

All BEYOND THE WORKSHOPS

Ad: Administrators
G: Grammar
F: Foundations

LR: Logic/Rhetoric
P: Practicum
TP: Track Plenary
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9:30–10:30 AM ���������������������������������PLENARY SESSION

Plenary: TBD, Ben Carson

10:50–11:50 AM ����������������������������������������WORKSHOPS

The Shepherd Teacher: Gracious 
Classroom Management, Kourtney Wright

Creating a classroom environment that encourag-
es learning can be challenging to navigate. It can be 
tempting to rely on behaviorism through systems, 
charts, and tricks, especially for the new teacher. Be-
haviorism amplifies sin and reduces a classroom to 
control and compliance while the shepherd teach-
er points students to God for rightly ordering their 
affections. Learn how the shepherd teacher utilizes 
relationship, classroom liturgy, procedures and rou-
tines, and even decor to create a classroom that wel-
comes the Holy Spirit to change hearts. 

Cultivating Conversation: Using 
Feedback & Grading to Improve 
Seminar Discussions, Bryan Lynch

This workshop will introduce, model, and practice 
classroom routines for using meaningful grading 
and feedback to help students develop their skills in 
seminar discussions, from 7th grade through 12th 
grade. Teachers will participate, playing the role of 
students in discussion, receiving and responding to 
feedback, and planning and tracking progress.

How to Teach Our Kids to Defend 
Against Radical Gender Ideology in 
Age Appropriate Ways, Kenny Ortiz

We must prepare our children and students to de-
fend against radical progressive gender ideology. 
Tragically, many evangelicals are ill-equipped to 
train their children and students on this. As Chris-
tian parents and educators, we need to give our kids 
a robust understanding of anthropology and sexu-
ality rooted in the Scriptures and natural theology. 
It’s ideal to start preparing our kids during their el-
ementary years. The tension, of course, is that we 
may not want to introduce our kids to these diffi-
cult ideas when they’re too young or not ready to 
handle them. This workshop will give parents and 
educators the much-needed age-appropriate tac-
tics that they can utilize to train elementary school 
kids to deal with the harmful radical gender ideol-
ogy of our age.

 Keys to Running a Successful Capital 
Campaign in a Turbulent Age, Brad Layland

So much of what we do as a classical Christian school 
has changed to adapt or react to the present pan-
demic age and cultural chaos. Plans that don’t ad-
just will ultimately fail. The same is true for capital 
campaigns. We cannot run campaigns in the future 
the way we have “always done them”. We will discuss 
what’s changed and how your campaign (or planning 
for a campaign) must be adjusted to ensure success 
in these times.

Smoothing Your Path Through the ACCS 
Accreditation Process  
Carmen Watson

This session walks school administrators through 
the steps of the ACCS accreditation process. Attend-
ees will receive a suggested timeline and other help-
ful organizing documents, with clear steps to take to 
gather needed materials. This session will also pro-
vide counsel about evaluating the school’s curricu-
lum and teaching practice in-house to assess areas 
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for improvement before the visit and will address 
how to communicate with teachers as the school 
walks through this process. Workshop attendees will 
have the opportunity to ask questions and share ex-
perience and wisdom with each other as well. This 
session and its resources can be helpful for schools 
seeking both initial and reaccreditation.

How (and Why) to Teach the Old Testament 
Without Spoiling It, Christopher Jero

The Bible is an extended argument whose conclu-
sion is You should love God in Jesus with all your being 
and love His people as yourself. The argument comes 
to us in a form that appeals to and stimulates won-
der and curiosity. It is not easy, however, to ensure 
that the goal of each Bible lesson properly coincides 
with the goal of the day’s Bible passage. Learn how 

the Old Testament builds its case step-by-step and 
how a dialectic-level lesson plan can facilitate the 
Bible’s own strategy of discovery rather than work 
at cross purposes to it.

Feminism, Meteorology, and the Chronicles 
of Narnia: How Electives Can Enrich Your 
Students, William Isley & Darren Walker

“I can’t believe this school is actually allowing a class 
on Feminism.” So began a recent elective that delved 
deeply into a highly-charged and culturally-relevant 
topic. When teachers lead courses that are outside 
the school core but that are interesting to them, 
students are given a carefully-guided opportunity 
to enrich and extend their understanding into ar-
eas which they have not been exposed, to carefully 
reasoned Christian responses. We will discuss how 
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you can expand what you already do, while growing 
your teachers and engaging your students.

Cultivating a Classical Christian 
Mathematics Program K-12, Josh Wilkerson

What makes students’ experience of math classi-
cal? What makes it Christian? This presentation will 
be structured around the Regents School of Austin 
mathematics department philosophy of math edu-
cation. A number of years and a number of voices 
have contributed to writing and refining this doc-
ument that shapes our mathematics program as 
distinctly classical and distinctly Christian. Several 
influential texts, their connection to teaching math 
classically and Christianly, and how they are imple-
mented in the Regents curriculum will be shared.

The “Clean Sea Breeze” of Classical 
Pedagogy, Daniel Coupland

In his preface to On the Incarnation, C. S. Lewis says 
that the reading of old books will “keep the clean sea 
breeze of the centuries blowing through our minds.” 
In a similar way, classical pedagogy can function as a 
check on popular teaching techniques and practices.

12:00-1:00 PM �������������������������������������������������������LUNCH

12:15-1:00 PM ����������������� ACCS MEMBERSHIP MEETING

1:15-2:30 PM ��������������������������������������PLENARY SESSION

Plenary: TBD, Al Mohler Jr.

Dr. Albert Mohler Jr. will speak in the Grand Ballroom.

2:50-3:50 PM �����������������������������������������������WORKSHOPS

Planting Seeds of Oral Rhetoric and 
Communication in our Younger 
Scholars, Darlene Gomes

While most grammar school teachers are aware 
of the value of oral rhetoric and actively involve 
their students in classroom recitations, many are 

unfamiliar with the connection to Cicero’s Five 
Canons of Rhetoric and their impact on the young 
student’s view of oral communication. In this 
workshop, we will connect our daily classroom 
recitations and oral activities to two basic canons 
of rhetoric and seek to strengthen the teachers’ 
confidence in their ability to evaluate and assist 
their developing oral communicators.

Ten Lessons in Ten Years: Lessons 
from the Logic School, Aaron Fudge

Ten years ago, as a freshman teacher, I was thrust 
into a world wherein neither students nor parents 
were always well-behaved, and many were not 
pursuing the good, the true, and the beautiful, and 
I often found myself floundering, unsure of how to 
control my class. How do you keep a class of eighth 
graders under control? How do you offer correc-
tion without co-opting class time? How do you cap-
ture the imagination of the uninterested? This ses-
sion will explore ten tools to help teachers gain the 
control of their classrooms, the trust of parents, 
and the love of their students.

Part I: Reflections on Dorothy Sayers’ 
“Lost Tools of Learning”, Moderator: 
Bryan Lynch. Panelists: David Diener, 
Andrew Selby, & Chris Schlect

ACCS is setting aside two consecutive one-hour 
time slots in the regular conference program 
where we will stage a scholarly panel interaction. 
This means that our interaction will span two hours 
with a break. Last year we took up John Milton 
Gregory; this year we want to tackle Sayers’ “Lost 
Tools of Learning.”

The Handwritten Word: An Exercise 
in Beauty, Jamie Sullivan

It is well-established among classical educators 
that handwriting matters. The proper strokes, let-
ter forms, and characteristics of handwriting apt-
ly serve as frequent and readily available training 
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tools to find and seek beauty in the everyday. Can 
it be objectively taught and assessed? YES! Attend-
ees will learn and practice giving specific feedback 
to students to give them tools to seek, find, and 
pursue beauty. The ultimate goal is to cultivate and 
condition their eyes to see beauty, even in the cus-
tomary and familiar drill of handwriting.

Shaping Round Pegs in a Square-
Holed World, Kajsa Wilkins

“If you miss the heart, you miss the gospel.” We as 
teachers and educators need to be reminded and 
refocused on the foundation of what we do. These 
children are not just sponges to soak up the knowl-
edge we bestow upon them, but rather are souls 
that are being shaped —and the control center of 
that is the heart. This workshop highlights these 
foundations, based on Tripp’s book, Shepherding 
a Child’s Heart, and how we can apply them in the 
classroom and better partner with the parents.

Institutional Bravery, Jeffrey Wright

The talk is the product of my inquiry into best prac-
tices for maintaining an institution’s commitment 
to historic Christian orthodoxy, Western culture, 
and its unique founding vision, as well as hand-
ing that institution off to the next generation in 
a way that protects against the institution drift-
ing from its founding commitments and heritage. 
 The aim is to inform and encourage current lead-
ers to be unashamed of their institutional identity, 
identify and push back on contemporary dangers 
and hand their institution off to future generations.

Mathematic Transformations 
in Instruction: From Traditional 
to Classical, Shane Artrip

What does teaching classically look like in mathe-
matics? There is so much more than just teaching 
the algorithms and giving our students time to prac-
tice. Learning the art of mathematics will not only 
strengthen problem-solving skills, but will cultivate 

creativity, perseverance, and patience. If you have 
ever heard the question, “Where will I use this?”, 
find out how to transform your classroom into one 
where the students will seek the connections them-
selves —the very essence of the Law of the Teaching 
Process.

Teaching Treasures, Myrandi Ballesteros 

Need to find a renewed passion for integrating the 
truths of scripture into your daily lessons and activ-
ities? Come be reminded of our foundational call-
ing as Christian educators along with hearing some 
practical strategies for using the TREASURE (God’s 
Word) to teach the TREASURED (students).

Track Plenary: On the Improvement 
of the Mind: The Educational Vision 
of Isaac Watts, George Grant

Best known as the author of “Joy to the World,” 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” “Jesus Shall 
Reign,” and a host of other beloved hymns, Isaac 
Watts (1664-1748) was a life-long Puritan schoolmas-
ter and tutor. In the last decade of his life, he began 
drafting his vision for classical Christian education. 
The result was an invaluable, erudite, but all too ra-
re book about developing lifelong habits of reading, 
thinking, studying, and maturing. In this session we’ll 
explore the lessons he has to teach us for our own 
tumultuous days and our own high callings.

4:10-5:10 PM ����������������������������������������������WORKSHOPS

Creating a Godly Classroom 
Culture, Janine Warmouth

Creating a godly classroom culture begins with 
teaching children how to rightly order their affec-
tions and love the things that God loves. Beginning 
with loving the Lord with all their hearts, minds, and 
strength and their neighbor as themselves. In this 
workshop Mrs. Warmouth gives practical tips on 
creating an atmosphere of order, unity, honesty, re-
spect, and diligence as expressions of that love.
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The 5 M’s of Good Teaching, 
Daniel Coupland

Teaching is an incredibly complex human act in 
which the best of the profession marshal their 
knowledge, skill, experience, personality, and char-
acter to educate their students. But truisms such as 
this are often unhelpful to new teachers who have 
yet to become the classroom masters they often 
long to be. New educators (and those who train, 

mentor, and evaluate them) need specific expecta-
tions for good teaching that are concrete enough 
that these neophytes can understand them and 
move toward them.

Part II: Reflections on Dorothy 
Sayers’ “Lost Tools of Learning”, 
Moderator: Bryan Lynch. Panelists: David 
Diener, Andrew Selby, & Chris Schlect

ACCS is setting aside two consecutive one-hour 
time slots in the regular conference program 
where we will stage a scholarly panel interaction. 
This means that our interaction will span two hours 
with a break. Last year we took up John Milton 
Gregory; this year we want to tackle Sayers’ “Lost 
Tools of Learning.”

How to Manage Up: Maximize 
the Relationship with Your 
Board, Walter Kearns

The relationship between leadership and your 
school’s board is VITAL for a school’s health and 
effectiveness. Strengthening your ability to work 
with your board in complete alignment is one of 
the most critical aspects of any Christian school. 
The greatest common factor that can determine 
your school’s ability to be healthy and sustainable 
is the relationship between leadership and the 
board of directors. Come hear how you can work 
with your board to build trust, manage risk, dele-
gate authority, and identify key motivators to en-
able you to look forward to your board meetings 
with anticipation and joy.

How to Use Inquiry to Enhance 
Science Instruction, Debbie Gentry

Participants will learn to integrate questions 
and demonstrations to guide their students to 
a deeper understanding of science concepts by 
building on each student’s foundational knowl-
edge and experience.
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More than a Garnish: The Centrality 
of Music in Classical Christian 
Education, Jarrod Richey

The familiar expression is, “water everywhere but 
nary a drop to drink.” Similarly, music is everywhere 
around us in our culture. We all have access to it 
with the mere touch of our fingers on our devices. 
We can hear the best and the worst of music in sec-
onds. But do we see music-making and music litera-
cy as vital in educating young people in our schools, 
churches, and homes? In this session talk, hear from 
Mr. Jarrod Richey, a choir director and music educa-
tor who enjoys encouraging Christian teachers and 
parents to see music not as a garnish on our plate 
but as an essential ingredient to our health. The at-
tendee will walk away with practical and theological 
encouragement on how music can uniquely help us 
in “bringing our children up in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord” and how these things work 
themselves out in classical Christian Education.

Machen: Courage, Clarity, and 
Common Ground, Keith Phillips

J. Gresham Machen’ Christianity and Liberalism was 
published 100 years ago. It was relevant and help-
ful then, and it is still relevant and helpful today. 
Machen stood against the significant religious and 
cultural challenges of his day. Doing so cost him, 
but he stood with great courage and great clarity. 
At the same time, his writing was courteous and, 
when possible, acknowledged common ground 
with his opponents. We will take a look at these 
qualities of Machen’s work and think about how 
emulating them might both cost us and help us as 
we face our own serious challenges today.

Art and Nature—STEAM 
Projects, Robin McLaurin

This workshop introduces the variety of natural ma-
terials that are used to create oak gall ink, water-
colors and photographic emulsions. Attendees will 
learn about the history of the wet media the pro-
cess in creating the wet media and technique in ap-
plication. This workshop is intended for any facul-
ty member or administrator in Grammar, Logic and 
Rhetoric. Participants will leave with examples of 
each wet media. 

Track Plenary: Part I: The Early Church 
from Christ to Constantine, Louis Markos

This two-part lecture series will set the ground-
work for Athanasius’ defense of orthodoxy by sur-
veying the first three centuries of the church. The 
first lecture will focus on the Book of Acts, the early 
growth of the gospel, the ten persecutions of the 
Roman Empire, and the martyrs who died for the 
church. The second lecture will focus on the theo-
logians who helped define church doctrine, the 
heretics who sought to deconstruct it, and the his-
torical forces that led to the ascension of Constan-
tine and the Council of Nicea. Though these two 
talks are best heard in sequence, they can each 
stand alone. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 24

TIME/ROOM EVENT SPEAKER
9:00–10:00 WORKSHOPS:
Grand Ballroom 3 G Awakening Wonder that Leads to Worship in Math Tori Hickok
Grand Ballroom 4 F (A) Seven Laws of Teaching Christie Wright
Sterlings 2 & 3 All Developing the Cognitive Tools For Learning Carol Brown
Sterlings 1 L/R Reading Latin Manuscripts Karen Moore
Smithfield All Stamping Eternity on the Eyeballs: Enabling the Masterpiece to See His Master  Jason Valley

Birmingham L/R
Beauty, Incarnation, and Prophecy:  
Russian Literature in the Classical Christian School

Stephen Rippon

Ft� Pitt L/R AI Writing Bots and the Future Kyle Wilson
Grand Ballroom 1&2 G TRACK PLENARY: How to Overcome the Babarians We Have Become Andrew Kern
10:00–10:30
Grand Ballroom 1 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL ACCREDITATION PRESENTATIONS:

Veritas Christian Academy
Fletcher, North Carolina
Dr. Robert Woods, Head of School

Philadelphia Classical School
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Katharine Savage, Head of School

Arma Dei Academy
Highlands Ranch, Colorado
Jennifer Wegner, Principal

Grace Classical Christian Academy
Granbury, Texas
Joshua Taylor, Head of School

10:30–11:30
Grand Ballroom 1&2 PLENARY: Art as a Response to Culture Kyle Mann

Ad: Administrators
G: Grammar

SU: Start-up Schools
L/R: Logic/Rhetoric

 MAIN CONFERENCE: DAY 3
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9:00–10:00 AM ������������������������������������������ WORKSHOPS 

Awakening Wonder that Leads to 
Worship in Math, Tori Hickok

Teachers and students alike tend to approach math 
with a utilitarian view. Learn the skills. Grow in efficien-
cy. Get it done. Math is a neutral agent for a pragmat-
ic end. And yet as believers, we know that everything 
we do is for God’s glory. How do we connect teaching 
math to the worship of God? Come for philosophical, 
personal, and practical thoughts on leading students 
from wonder to worship through mathematics.

Seven Laws of Teaching, Christie Wright

As the foundational pedagogical guide in our asso-
ciation, Gregory’s Seven Laws provide wisdom and 
practical ideas for teachers with great or little expe-
rience across all subjects and all grades. Addition-
ally, administrators responsible for teacher training 
and evaluation will receive suggestions for how to 
best train, implement, and evaluate their faculty ac-
cording to the laws.

Developing the Cognitive Tools 
For Learning, Carol Brown

Cognitive skills equip students to learn complex 
tasks, to perform mental math problems, to ignore 

distractions, to follow multiple step directions, and 
to plan and think strategically. Equipping Minds 
gives the cognitive tools for learning: working 
memory, processing, comprehension, reasoning, 
attention, and executive functioning skills. You will 
learn how to strengthen these skills that general-
ize to academic, verbal and nonverbal abilities, and 
IQ. Cognitive functions are defined by Feuerstein 
as “thinking abilities” that can be taught, learned, 
and developed. Hence, they are the prerequisites 
of thinking and learning. There are three phases 
of cognitive functions: input, elaboration, and out-
put. This model can be used by trained teachers 
and parents to better understand and help the 
child who is experiencing learning difficulties. The 
emphasis is on strengthening cognitive abilities to 
make learning successful and ultimately to reach 
the full potential God has for our students for His 
purposes and glory.

Reading Latin Manuscripts, Karen Moore

It is with many thanks to the monks of the late an-
tique and Medieval periods that we now have the 
treasures of classical and ecclesiastical history and 
literature. There is much we can share with our stu-
dents not only about Latin texts, but the history of 
their discovery and preservation through the study 
of these beautiful manuscripts. In this workshop 
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attendees will view digital copies of Latin manu-
scripts readily available online, which are excellent 
resources for both in-person and online classes. 
Mrs. Moore will provide an overview of manuscript 
study, tips for reading Latin using manuscripts, and 
share activities and projects based on such lessons. 
Participants will learn how to use modern tools to 
access Medieval manuscripts as they study a time-
less language.

Stamping Eternity on the Eyeballs: 
Enabling the Masterpiece to 
See His Master, Jason Valley

“Lord, stamp eternity on my eyeballs!” exclaimed 
Jonathan Edwards. As classical Christian edu-
cators, what if an eternal vision of our students 
was stamped on our eyeballs? The temptation 
for the classical Christian educator to perceive 
his/her students through a reductionistic lens 
is omnipresent. If the student is perceived as 
such, attempts to transmit truth, goodness, and 
beauty will only become intellectual exercises.  
 The transformative power of the transcendentals 
is likewise reduced, and at best, our students be-
come brilliant Marthas, but the Marys are nowhere 
to be found. In this workshop, we will explore how 
an eternal vision of our students invites a class-
room paideia that exalts Christ and simultaneously 
positions the student so that he is able to gaze on 
Christ and more clearly perceive the reflection of 
the Master on His creation and on himself. Through 
this transaction, the student’s soul is harmonized 
with the glorious music of the true, the good, and 
the beautiful.

Beauty, Incarnation, and Prophecy: 
Russian Literature in the Classical 
Christian School, Stephen Rippon

In addition to the pleasure and insights that all 
great literature gives, Russian literature excels in 
bringing to our attention concepts that are edifying 
for classical Christian teachers and students: the 

value of beauty, a prophetic critique of the modern 
age, and the importance of the Incarnation. In this 
workshop, we will get a brief introduction to the life 
and key works of five great Russian authors: Alex-
ander Pushkin, Nikolai Gogol, Fyodor Dostoevsky, 
Leo Tolstoy, and Alexander Solzhenitsyn.

AI Writing Bots and the Future of 
Classical Academic Pedagogy, Kyle Wilson

With the proliferation of AI writing bots, what is 
the future of classical academic pedagogy? Ethi-
cal themes of original thought will be discussed to 
explore the implications of modern technology on 
writing assignments, plagiarism, and how teachers 
can foster deep thinking that goes beyond the arti-
fice of intelligence.

How to Overcome the Barbarians 
We Have Become, Andrew Kern

It has become ever more obvious that we are not 
very good at deliberating. And no wonder: delibera-
tion is hard. Hard things take practice. As a society, 
we have undercut the normal ways people practice 
deliberation, from the dinner table to classroom to 
the senate chamber. Yet Kern argues that delibera-
tion, not technology, is what raises the civilized per-
son above the barbarian. Furthermore, everything 
valuable in civilized life comes from deliberation. 
Therefore, everything we teach our children should 
either enable, support, or extend their ability to de-
liberate. Finally, so as not to leave you frustrated, 
he shows how to do it.

10:30–11:30 AM �����������������������������������������������PLENARY  

Plenary: Art as a Response 
to Culture, Kyle Mann

Do Christians have a responsibility to use mediums 
like literature, cinema, and even humor to engage 
the culture and edify the church? The Babylon Bee’s 
chief funny guy explores how satire and comedy 
can help point the church to God’s goodness in the 
midst of despair as we laugh at the darkness.
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PHIL ARANT (arant.philip@schaefferacademy.org)
“Launching Apologetics in the Mind of a 16-Year-Old”

Philip Arant has taught at Schaeffer Academy in Rochester, Minnesota for 24 years. He 
is currently responsible for science, apologetics, and Christian doctrine. Phil received 
a BS in Biology from Dartmouth College and has experience in industrial science as a 
Mill Chemist for International Paper Company as well as in environmental science as a 
Project Manager for U. S. Filter. He and his wife Nancy have five children that have all 
graduated from Schaeffer Academy. Of his eleven grandchildren, three are in town and 
attend Schaeffer.

SHANE ARTRIP (shane.artrip@covenantschoolwv.org)
“Mathematic Transformations in Instruction: From Traditional to Classical”

Shane Artrip holds a Master’s degree in mathematics from Marshall University and a 
Bachelor’s Degree in mathematics from Texas State University. She serves at Covenant 
School in Huntington, WV as the Upper School Principal and teaches a variety of math 
courses. She and her husband, Jim, are members at Teays Valley Baptist Church. They 
have three grown children and two grandchildren. In her free time, Shane can be found 
doing sudoku puzzles, playing with the grand-twins, or solving mysteries via board 
game, books, or movies.

MYRANDI BALLESTEROS  (myrandi.ballesteros@covenantchristian.net)
“Training for Scriptural Integration!”

Myrandi Ballesteros grew up in East Texas in the Rose Capitol of the World, Tyler. 
Strangely enough, her name, Myrandi, is actually the name of a rose, the Mirandy rose. 
After high school, she moved to the big city to attend Dallas Baptist University on an Art 
Scholarship. She graduated with a bachelor’s degree (not in Art, by the way, but in Chris-
tian Education), married the love of her life, and taught kindergarten while completing a 
Master’s degree from DBU in Early Childhood Education. She works at Covenant Chris-
tian Academy in Colleyville, Texas as the Early Childhood and Elementary Principal and 
has had the joy of serving students, teachers, and families there since 2005. Victor and 
Myrandi have two beautiful daughters, Brynlee (24) and Maycee (21), who both gradu-
ated from Covenant Christian Academy, love Jesus, and seek to serve Him daily in their 
jobs and lives. Her dear husband has been living his best life in heaven since November 
2021 after a valiant battle with pancreatic cancer. Myrandi recognizes that the journey 
God has her on today was definitely not what she was expecting, but has found joy and 
blessing in trusting His plan and walking in faith.

CAROL BROWN (cbrown@equippingminds.com)
“Developing the Cognitive Tools For Learning”

Dr. Carol Brown served as a learning specialist, teacher, principal, and head of school 
in classical Christian schools in North Carolina, Georgia, Northern Virginia, and Ly-
on, France, from 1998-2009. In 2009, she developed the Equipping Minds Cognitive 
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Development Curriculum and founded Equipping Minds, a brain development center. 
Carol earned a B. A. in Rehabilitation Counseling from Marshall University, a M. A. in 
Social Services and a Doctorate in Education (Ed. D.) from Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, and an Ed. D. in educational leadership from The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. She is a co-author of Neuroscience and Christian Formation, Human 
Development: Equipping Minds with Cognitive Development, Equipping Minds Cognitive De-
velopment Curriculum, and School Violence and Primary Prevention. Her doctoral research, 
“Equipping Minds with a Biblically based curriculum for Improving Working Memory,” 
was published in the Journal of Alternative Medicine Research. 

Carol trains public, private, and homeschool educators, therapists, administrators, 
psychologists, and parents around the world in the Equipping Minds Cognitive Develop-
ment Curriculum. She has conducted professional development workshops for Toyota, 
University of Kentucky College of Medicine, Kentucky Parks and Recreation, Kentucky 
Department of Vocational Rehabilitation, Centre College, Down Syndrome Congress of 
Germany, SHARE international, Society of Professors in Christian Education (SPCE), Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness ( NAMI), and civic organizations. Carol lives in Frankfort, 
KY with her husband, Kyle, and has three adult children who were all classically educated 
and has one granddaughter. “Understanding how children learn is my passion. Cogni-
tive training is the missing piece to the puzzle.”  

VINCE BURENS (vburens@theFOCUSgroup.com)
“Stop Writing Strategic Plans and Start Thinking Strategically” 

Vince Burens, Senior Consultant, brings over 23 years of fundraising, strategic planning, 
and executive leadership experience to draw from in his work with The FOCUS Group. 
In over two decades with the Coalition for Christian Outreach (CCO), Vince held various 
roles including Director of Recruitment, Executive Vice President, Chief Operating Offi-
cer, and ultimately CEO/President. During Vince’s time as CEO, he led a strategic plan-
ning process that catalyzed the organization to move from having a regional footprint 
to a national presence on over 150 campuses, in partnership with churches. During this 
expansion, he also led its first ever successful comprehensive fundraising campaign. 
Vince has had the privilege of being one of Praxis Labs first Scale Fellows, as well as be-
ing the Chairman of the Board of The Pittsburgh Fellows program. He also serves on the 
Board of Directors for numerous organizations related to young adult faith and leader-
ship development. He received his B.A. degree in Urban Development, Political Science, 
and Economics from the University of Pittsburgh and has done graduate work at Trinity 
School for Ministry, where he is an adjunct professor. Vince and his wife, Lori, have two 
children: Mia and Tessa. Vince enjoys coaching soccer, having been a high-level club and 
high school coach for over twenty years. He is also a third-generation winemaker and 
appreciates having a good walk spoiled by a round of golf.

ROSARIA BUTTERFIELD (housekey300@gmail.com)
“Five Lies of our Anti-Christian Age” 
 “Christians Are Re-Readers”

Dr. Rosaria Butterfield is an author, speaker, pastor’s wife, homeschool mom, and for-
mer professor of English and women’s studies at Syracuse University. She is the au-
thor of several books, including The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert (Crown and 
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Covenant, 2012), Openness Unhindered (Crown and Covenant, 2015), The Gospel Comes 
with a Housekey (Crossway, 2018), and Five Lies of our Anti-Christian Age (forthcoming from 
Crossway, 2023).

BEN CARSON (American Cornerstone Institute)  
Plenary Speaker

Dr. Benjamin S� Carson, Sr., M.D., is the Founder and Chairman of the American Cor-
nerstone Institute, a new think tank/do tank whose mission is to promote the four 
founding principles which are cornerstones of our country: faith, liberty, community, 
and life as well as pursue common sense solutions that challenge conventional group-
think. He most recently served as the 17th Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. For nearly 30 years, Dr. Carson served as Director of Pediatric 
Neurosurgery at the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center, a position he assumed when he 
was just 33 years old, becoming the youngest major division director in the hospital’s 
history. In 1987, he successfully performed the first separation of craniopagus twins 
conjoined at the back of the head. He also performed the first fully successful separa-
tion of type-2 vertical craniopagus twins in 1997 in South Africa.  Dr. Carson received 
dozens of honors and awards in recognition of his achievements including the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor. He is also a recipient of 
the Spingarn Medal, the highest honor bestowed by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and has been awarded over 70 honorary doc-
torate degrees. The U.S. News Media Group and Harvard’s Center for Public Leadership 
named him among “America’s Best Leaders” in 2008. Born in Detroit to a single moth-
er with a 3rd grade education who worked multiple jobs to support their family, Dr. 
Carson was raised to love reading and education. He has authored many books, four 
of which he co-wrote with his wife Candy. Dr. Carson has written two children’s books, 
Why America Matters and Red, White, and Blue: Our Flag Matters to Me and You, to teach 
kids about our important American values. Dr. Carson graduated from Yale University 
and earned his M.D. from the University of Michigan Medical School. He and his wife 
are proud parents and grandparents.

DANIEL COUPLAND (dcoupland@hillsdale.edu)
“The ‘Clean Sea Breeze’ of Classical Pedagogy”
“The 5 M’s of Good Teaching”

Dr. Daniel B� Coupland is the Dean of the Graduate School of Classical Education, the 
Chairman of the Education Department, and a Professor of Education at Hillsdale Col-
lege, where he regularly teaches courses on English grammar, classical pedagogy, and 
classic children’s literature. He earned a B.A. in Spanish from Liberty University, an M.A. 
in Linguistics from Oakland University, and a Ph.D. in Education from Michigan State Uni-
versity. Dr. Coupland has received Hillsdale College’s “Professor of the Year” award and 
was awarded the Emily Daugherty Award for Teaching Excellence. He was a Resident 
Scholar at the C. S. Lewis Study Centre in Oxford, England. Dr. Coupland has written for a 
variety of publications including Academic Questions, Virtue, National Review, The Chica-
go Tribune, The Detroit News, and The Washington Examiner. He is the author of Tried & 
True: A Primer on Sound Pedagogy published by Hillsdale College Press.
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TERRI COVIL (tcovil@carychristianschool.org)
“Biblical Worldview in the Grammar School”

Terri Covil is a third-grade teacher at Cary Christian School in Cary, N.C. She holds a B. 
A. in Religious Studies from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, evidence that 
the Lord does indeed restore the years the locusts have eaten. She has been married to 
her greatest adventure, Patrick, for 20 years and has two children and a fiendish cat. At 
present, she is an emotional wreck preparing for her son’s senior year of high school and 
her daughter’s freshman year at Grove City College. After her family, her greatest joy in 
life is being a classical Christian educator.

CHARLES DEWBERRY (cdewberryad@gutenberg.edu)
“How Does Science Fit into a Classical Education?”

Charley Dewberry is a tutor, academic dean, and one of the founders of Gutenberg Col-
lege, a Christian four-year liberal arts college with a “Great Books” curriculum, located in 
Eugene, Oregon. He is one of the most experienced field workers in salmon and water-
shed restoration. He has a Master’s Degree in Stream Ecology and a Ph.D. in Philosophy 
of Science. He is the author of three books including: Saving Science: Science and its Role 
in Salmon Recovery and Intelligent Discourse: Exposing the Fallacious Standoff between Evo-
lution and Intelligent Design. Charley has two grown sons and lives with his wife, Susie, in 
the Oregon Coast Range.

DAVID DIENER (ddiener@hillsdale.edu)
“Augustine’s De Magistro: Teaching, Learning, Signs, and God” 
“Panelist: Reflections on Dorothy Sayers’ “Lost Tools of Learning”

Dr. David Diener works at Hillsdale College where he is an Assistant Professor of Edu-
cation. Previous experience includes fifteen years in K-12 private education, eleven of 
those in administration and eight as headmaster of classical Christian schools. He also is 
a Fellow on the Alcuin Fellowship National Council and Director of the Alcuin Fellowship 
Midwest Chapter, serves on the Board of Directors for the Society for Classical Learning 
and the Board of Academic Advisors for the Classic Learning Test, is a member of the 
National Council of Classical Educators, and offers consulting services through Classical 
Academic Press. He is the author of Plato: The Great Philosopher-Educator and has pub-
lished articles on Plato, Kierkegaard, and various topics in philosophy of education. He 
also serves as the series editor for Classical Academic Press’ series Giants in the History of 
Education and is an associate editor for the journal Principia: a Journal of Classical Educa-
tion. He holds a B. A. in Philosophy and Ancient Languages from Wheaton College as well 
as an M. A. in Philosophy, an M. S. in History and Philosophy of Education, and a dual Ph. 
D. in Philosophy and Philosophy of Education from Indiana University.

KARA FARALDI (kfaraldi@regents-school.org)
“Music Literacy in Action: Setting the Foundation for Joyful Music Making”

Kara Faraldi teaches Music (K-6) and Theatre (1-12) at the Regents School of Charlot-
tesville in Charlottesville, Virginia. She received her bachelor’s degree from Liberty Uni-
versity and her Kodály Music Pedagogy certificate from the Cheneniah Summer Music 
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Institute at New Saint Andrews College. Kara currently oversees the Regents Cantorum, 
an after-school choir for students in grades 7-12. Additionally, she directs the Regents 
Theatre program and the annual Rhetoric School play. She is a third-generation arts 
teacher, following in the footsteps of her parents and late paternal grandfather. Kara en-
joys singing with her local choir, reading, playing instruments, and having good, quality 
conversation with friends and family.

DEEDEE FEENEY & JULIE KILMER (dfeeney@coramdeo-in.com, jkilmer@coramdeo-in.com)
“The Crack in the Marble Jar, 2.0“

DeeDee Feeney started Coram Deo Academy’s full-day kindergarten program in 2010, 
but she began teaching while still in college. After graduating from Wingate University with 
a degree in elementary education, she taught for six years before staying home with her 
five children.  She aims to establish the building blocks of a good education and instill in 
children a love for learning.  This is her 11th year at Coram Deo Academy and now serves 
as lead teacher.

Julie Kilmer is passionate about equipping teachers and parents in their co-mission of 
shepherding children’s hearts. She received her undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
elementary education from Purdue University. Her experiences include serving as a pre-
school director/teacher, a children’s minister for infants through sixth grade, and an ele-
mentary education classroom teacher. Julie has been involved in classical Christian educa-
tion for fifteen years. She is in her seventh year at Coram Deo Academy in Carmel, Indiana.”

AARON FUDGE (afudge@trinityclassicalacademy.comu)
“Ten Lessons in Ten Years: Lessons from the Logic School”

Aaron Fudge has worked at Trinity Classical Academy, in Santa Clarita, California, for the 
last ten years and has taught Latin, Greek, Old Testament, Greek History, and Writing. 
Aaron is currently the Dean of the Upper School, the Chair of the Language Department, 
and a member of the Upper School Humanities and Language faculty. Aaron also serves 
as the associate pastor at Christ Church Santa Clarita. He is the husband of Elisabeth and 
the father of three classically educated teenagers. He surfs as often as possible, loves 
good fiction, and is looking forward to seeing his oldest daughter begin her college edu-
cation this fall at New Saint Andrews.

DEBBIE GENTRY (debbie.gentry@covenantchristian.net)
“How to Use Inquiry to Enhance Science Instruction”

Debbie Gentry is a native of Chattanooga, Tennessee. She earned her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Elementary Education from Middle Tennessee State University, gradu-
ating Summa Cum Laude, and pursued graduate work at the University of Tennessee. 
Debbie is a Master Teacher with over 35 years of teaching experience, including teaching 
for the past 23 years in classical Christian schools. Throughout her career, Debbie has 
taught all subjects in grades 4-8 but has taught Science exclusively since 2008. She has 
been recognized as the “Outstanding Teacher of the Year” or “Master Teacher” by her 
schools on multiple occasions. Debbie has also been instrumental in creating a faculty 
mentoring program, coordinated accreditation programs, led workshops and seminars 
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on a broad range of educational topics, and led curriculum development. She believes 
her primary responsibility as a teacher is to routinely point her students to Christ. Deb-
bie and her husband, Jim, have four sons and two grandchildren. They are active in their 
church, lead a community group, and participate in prison ministry.

DAVID GOODWIN
ACCS PRESIDENT 

David Goodwin has served as the full-time president of the Association of Classical 
Christian Schools (ACCS) since 2015. Formerly, he was the head of the Ambrose School, 
a classical Christian school in Boise, ID, from 2003 through 2014. He served on the ACCS 
Board as an elected member from 2010 to 2014, and helped develop the strategic plan 
for the ACCS. Prior to his work in classical Christian education, Mr. Goodwin spent 13 
years in marketing and new business development for a large computer products man-
ufacturer. He holds an MBA and BIS from Boise State University. He and his wife, Stormy, 
work as a team on many ACCS projects and attend The King’s Congregation in Boise, Ida-
ho. They are the parents of three children, one who attends New Saint Andrews College 
in Moscow, ID, and two who attend the Ambrose School.

DARLENE GOMES (dgomes@bloomfieldchristian.com)
“Planting Seeds of Oral Rhetoric and Communication in our Younger Scholars”

Darlene Gomes, Ed. D., has a passion for speech, communication, and drama and is 
blessed to have used her gifts in classical and traditional Christian education for the past 
33 years. Having received her bachelor’s degree in elementary education and master’s 
degree in dramatic productions from Pensacola Christian College, she recently complet-
ed her Doctor of Education from Liberty University with a focus on oral rhetoric and 
communication instruction in classical education. While Darlene has enjoyed teaching 
students from kindergarten to college level, one of her greatest joys is encouraging and 
equipping teachers to do “the work of the ministry”; effectively and with a joyful heart.

GEORGE GRANT
“On the Improvement of the Mind: The Educational Vision of Isaac Watts”

George Grant has started a lot of things and somehow or another he has even managed 
to finish a few of them. Currently, he is the pastor of Parish Presbyterian Church in Frank-
lin, Tennessee, where he also serves as the director of the King’s Meadow Study Center 
and teaches at the Franklin Classical School. He has planted four churches, established a 
fistful of schools and co-ops along with two colleges, accumulated a bottom drawer full of 
academic degrees, and is the author of enough out-of-print books to keep half the garage 
sales in the South fully stocked. But, by his own testimony, his greatest accomplishment is 
his ongoing role as husband of one, father of three, and grandfather of nine (and counting).

BARBARA HANSEN (bhansen@seattleclassicalchristianschool.org)
“Excellence in Bible Teaching in the Grammar School”

Barbara Hansen’s passion for decades has been classical Christian education. She start-
ed her teaching career in Christian schools, but as soon as she understood the difference 
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between a Christian education and a classical Christian education she was sold. She has 
taught in a variety of classroom settings: public, homeschool co-op, private Christian 
school, and classical Christian schools. Presently, Barbara is the Dean of Faculty at Seat-
tle Classical Christian School, where she cares for the faculty and staff and reviews and 
trains teachers in curriculum. Barbara has four classically educated adult children, who 
occasionally thank her for the sacrifice required to receive their education. 

CRAIG HEFNER (craig.hefner@covenantschoolwv.org)
“The Classical Imagination: The How, What, and Why of Classical Education”

Craig A� Hefner serves as the Head of School at Covenant School in Huntington, WV. He 
has a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology from Wheaton College. Craig is the author of Kierkeg-
aard and the Changelessness of God: A Modern Defense of Classical Immutability. He is mar-
ried to his wife, Rachel. They have two sons, Adler and Elliott.

TORI HICKOK (thickok@coramdeo-in.com)
“Awakening Wonder that Leads to Worship in Math” 

Tori Hickok has taught math for 20 years in various contexts, such as public high school, 
private school, and homeschool co-ops. She currently teaches Upper School math and sci-
ence at Coram Deo Academy in Carmel, IN. While teaching math and science, she longs to 
lead students to see the wonder of God’s creation and lead them to worship Him as their 
Lord and Savior while engaging with each student as a unique person. She is a wife and a 
mother to six lively children.

TAMRA HOPKINS (thopkins@augustineca.org)  
& JASON RADCLIFF (jradcliff@augustineca.org
“The Integration of Virtue/Spiritual Formation and Learning  
at Augustine Classical Academy”

Tamra Hopkins serves as Dean of Curriculum and Instruction at Augustine Classical 
Academy, a classical Christian school in Saratoga County, New York, that she helped to 
found in 2009. She earned her B. A. in English and MAT from Union College (Schenect-
ady, NY) where her love for literature and curriculum compelled her to write her thesis 
on Dead White Men and Other American Myths. Her faith in Christ, and the limitations she 
encountered in public education, caused her to look for other educational paradigms as 
she considered ways to disciple her own children. Since 2002, she and her husband Matt 
have leaned into the vision of classical Christian education, initially homeschooling their 
children through a cooperative they helped found, and eventually establishing Augustine 
Classical Academy to partner with parents to disciple their children to faith in Christ root-
ed in knowledge, understanding, and wisdom. She is recently widowed and a mother of 
nine aged 26–10, five of whom have graduated from Augustine. 

Jason Radcliff serves as Head of School at Augustine Classical Academy in Saratoga 
County, New York, a K–12 classical Christian school. Prior to that, he served as an As-
sistant Pastor at a church in South Carolina and was previously on the faculty for ma-
ny years at The Stony Brook School, a Christian boarding school on Long Island. Jason 
holds a B. A. in Student Ministry from Geneva College as well as an M. A. and a Ph. D. in 
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Theology from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and The University of Edinburgh, 
respectively. He is passionate about the overlap of Education and Theology and is the au-
thor of three books on the subject: Thomas. F. Torrance and the Church Fathers, Thomas F. 
Torrance and the Orthodox-Reformed Dialogue, and Grace and Incarnation: The Oxford Move-
ment’s Shaping of Modern Anglicanism. Jason discovered the rich and ancient tradition of 
classical Christian education through the early Church Fathers. Also an Episcopal Priest, 
Jason is committed to the integration of faith and learning and believes discipleship is at 
the heart of Christian education.

WILLIAM ISLEY & DARREN WALKER 
(wisley@cpls.org) (dwalker@cpls.org)
“Feminism, Meteorology, and the Chronicles of Narnia: How Electives Can Enrich 
Your Students” 

William Isley has been teaching humanities at Cair Paravel Latin School for the past 
twelve years. Currently, my classes are Great Ideas and Medieval History. In addition 
to serving as a pastor, I have mostly taught Bible, theology, and church history on the 
college and graduate school levels in Portugal and Costa Rica. My doctoral dissertation 
was on the concept of romance in the writings of G. K. Chesterton. The electives I have 
taught at Cair Paravel are Conversational Spanish, Living the Psalms, the Seven Deadly 
Sins, the Chronicles of Narnia, and Feminism. In my free time I write posts for my blog 
that almost no one reads and have recently completed a novel, which I hope will survive 
the editorial process, and watch movies that my students have never heard of. My wife 
is from Anguilla in the Caribbean. We have two sons that live far from Topeka, Kansas.

After attending a classical program in college and completing a law school degree,  
Darren Walker practiced law for several years. He then entered education, teaching for 
eight years before moving into administration, where he spent three years helping a tra-
ditional Christian school in Ohio with its transition into a classical Christian school. He is 
now in his third year teaching and leading at Cair Paravel Latin School in Topeka, Kansas. 
In addition to his experience teaching in secondary schools, he has taught extensively 
in adult Sunday school classes, in continuing legal education courses (including about 
Christian conflict resolution principles on several occasions), in professional develop-
ment for teachers, and at classical Christian education conferences.

COLE JEFFREY (cjeffrey@csuniv.edu)
“The Idolatrous Eye: How to Recognize and Respond Rightly to Beauty in a Fallen World”
“All the World’s a Screen: Shakespeare and Social Media”

Cole Jeffrey is an Assistant Professor of English at Charleston Southern University. His 
research explores the relationship between philosophy, theology, and literature in ear-
ly modern culture. He is particularly interested in conceptions of beauty and ugliness in 
Renaissance literature. His article, “‘Here Is Beauty Changed to Ugly Whoredom’: Calvin-
ist Theology and Neoplatonic Aesthetics in The Changeling,” was published in Renais-
sance Drama in 2019. He is currently writing a book about how Calvinism influenced 
seventeenth-century drama and poetry. He lives in South Carolina with his wife, Court-
ney, and his son, Reid. 

MAIN CONFERENCE: SPEAKERS

62 2023



MAIN CONFERENCE: SPEAKERS

CHRISTOPHER JERO (christopher.jero@marshill.edu)
“How (and Why) to Teach the Old Testament Without Spoiling It”

Christopher Jero is a former violinist to whom God gave a passion for making Jesus 
known through the Holy Scriptures. Believing that there is no more intimate way of com-
muning with God in Scripture than through the original languages, Dr. Jero obtained an 
M.A. in Old Testament from Columbia International University and a Ph.D. in Hebrew 
and Cognate Studies from Hebrew Union College. Jero seeks to be an instrument by 
which God inspires the same passion in his students as he teaches both grade school 
and grad school classes. Since 2006, Jero has served at Mars Hill Academy (Mason, Ohio), 
teaching Bible, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew and conducting teacher training. Christopher is 
the author of Mother-Child Narratives and the Kingdom of God: Authorial Use of Typology as 
an Interpretive Device in Samuel-Kings; (Bulletin for Biblical Research 25, 2015) and Tense, 
Mood, and Aspect in the Biblical Hebrew Verbal System (in Where Shall Wisdom be Found? 
Eisenbrauns, 2017). Jero lives in Cincinnati, Ohio, with his wife Rebecca and four classi-
cally-educated children.

WALTER KEARNS (walter@thechampiongroup.com)
“How to Manage Up: Maximize the Relationship with Your Board”

Walter Kearns works for The Champion Group as the Director of Strategic Partnerships. 
In his career, he has focused on Discipleship in every role he has held. When he worked 
for KLIFE and Kanakuk Ministries he oversaw ten chapters, focusing on small group min-
istries across the country; managing their boards, budgets, ministry plans, and staff. In 
his time with The Champion Group, Walter has applied his passion for bringing youth 
into a greater relationship with Christ through his experience with building sustainable 
financial structures that enable schools to grow in operational effectiveness and focus 
on what truly matters, discipleship.

ANDREW KERN (akern@circeinstitute.org)
“A Christian Response to Classical Rhetoric”
“How to Overcome the Barbarians We Have Become”

Andrew Kern is the founder and president of the CiRCE Institute (Center for Independent 
Research on Classical Education), the husband of Karen, the father of five grown adults, 
and the grandfather of (so far) nine grandchildren. He has been researching, speaking, 
teaching, and consulting in the Christian classical renewal since 1993, during which he has 
been instrumental in the founding of three schools, consulted with over 100 schools and 
co-ops, and served as Director of Classical Instruction, Academic Dean, and Headmaster. 
Andrew speaks regularly at home school and classical conferences. In addition, he is the 
co-author with Dr. Gene Edward Veith of Classical Education, The Movement Sweeping Amer-
ica and, with Andrea Lipinski, of The CiRCE Guide to Reading. He also led the development of 
CiRCE’s classical rhetoric program, The Lost Tools of Writing, and he loves Homer, Shake-
speare, Anne of Green Gables, and Endeavour. Like Shakespeare, he knows a little Latin 
and less Greek. Except a lot less than Shakespeare. Andrew and Karen have settled in Con-
cord, North Carolina where they attend Christ The Good Shepherd Orthodox Mission and 
watch their five grown children raise their children and pursue their callings.
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BRAD LAYLAND (blayland@thefocusgroup.com)
“Keys to Running a Successful Capital Campaign in a Turbulent Age”

Brad Layland, CEO, first learned how to raise money as a college student in 1993, while 
seeking to raise personal support as a part-time staff member for Young Life. Over the 
course of 20 years at Young Life, he developed his passion for and expertise in relation-
al fundraising, to the point where he was asked to train other area directors around the 
country, and eventually became the Chief Development Officer for the entire organi-
zation. Brad joined The FOCUS Group in 2012 as a Senior Consultant and became the 
owner and CEO in 2015. In 2013, he launched the Taking Donors Seriously® e-learning 
and coaching program to make the firm’s expertise accessible to individuals and smaller 
nonprofits. Brad’s expertise providing high level fundraising counsel to nonprofit orga-
nizations incorporates major donor strategies, training workshops, planned gift market-
ing, and capital campaign counsel. In recent years he has led capital campaigns for Dal-
las Theological Seminary ($160M), Intervarsity Christian Fellowship ($89 million), Union 
Rescue Mission ($83 million), The Bowery Mission ($27 million) and Veritas School ($5.3 
million). Brad received his B.A. in Communications from the University of Florida and his 
M.A. in Theology from Fuller Theological Seminary. He and his wife, Wendy reside in St. 
Augustine, Florida and have four children. Brad enjoys running marathons, skiing, in-
vesting in real estate, entrepreneurship, and traveling with his family. Over the past 20 
years, he has completed 50 marathons and recently completed two Ironman Triathlons. 
Brad is the founder of Endless Summer Realty, the largest residential real estate broker-
age in St. Augustine, closing over $240 million in transactions in 2021. He is a founder 
and board member of Veritas Classical School, and launched an annual “Giving Day” in 
St. Augustine, which has become a platform for local nonprofits to raise hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and establish relationships with new donors. His entrepreneurial 
success has allowed Brad to experience the joy of generosity, and gain a special under-
standing of the mindset of a major donor.

GENE LIECHTY (gliechty1@gmail.com)
“Event Planning: An Important Piece of Your Development Strategy”

Gene Liechty is the Director of Advancement at Sandhills Classical Christian School in 
Pinehurst, North Carolina. Prior to this, he served in a similar capacity at Cary Chris-
tian School in Cary, North Carolina, and Logos School in Moscow, Idaho. Gene has also 
planted/pastored several churches in the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Church-
es (CREC) over the past twenty years. Gene and his wife, Kimberly, have four college-age 
children: Grace, Carter, Silas, and Ian. 

BRYAN LYNCH (balyn@veritasschool.net)
“Cultivating Conversation: Using Feedback & Grading to Improve Seminar Discussions”
“Leading Teacher Training from the Back of the Room”

Bryan Lynch is Academic Dean at Veritas School, a preK–12 classical and Christian school 
in Newberg, Oregon. Bryan was a founding board member of Veritas, served as Head-
master there for 20 years, and has 40 years of experience in private and public educa-
tion. In addition to his administrative duties, Bryan teaches Rhetoric and Humane Let-
ters to eleventh grade students. Bryan has presented workshops on faculty development, 
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formative assessment, and seminar discussions at ACCS conferences and has led many 
school-based teacher trainings. He has also been involved in several accreditation visits 
for ACCS. Bryan and his wife, Ann, have three adult children and two grandchildren. Bryan 
posts a variety of free resources on teaching and classical education for teachers and ad-
ministrators at classicalteaching.com.

LOUIS MARKOS (lmarkos@hbu.edu)
“Part I & II: The Early Church from Christ to Constantine “

Dr. Louis Markos holds a B. A. in English and history from Colgate University and an M. 
A. and Ph. D. in English from the University of Michigan. He is a professor of English and 
scholar-in residence at Houston Christian (formerly Houston Baptist) University, where 
he holds the Robert H. Ray Chair in Humanities and teaches courses on British Roman-
tic and Victorian poetry and prose, the classics, C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien, and art 
and film. He is the author of twenty-five books, including The Myth Made Fact; From Pla-
to to Christ; From Achilles to Christ; On the Shoulders of Hobbits; Ancient Voices: An Insider’s 
Look at the Early Church; Literature: A Student’s Guide; C. S. Lewis: An Apologist for Education; 
three Canon Press Worldview Guides to the Iliad, Odyssey, and Aeneid; and two children’s 
novels, The Dreaming Stone and In the Shadow of Troy, in which his kids become part of 
Greek mythology and the Iliad and Odyssey. His son Alex teaches history at the Geneva 
School in Boerne, TX. 

SCOTT MAYNARD (smaynard@fcsva.com)
“Teaching Art in Christian Classical Schools:  One Art Teacher’s Journey”

Scott Maynard is both the K-12 art teacher and the Director of Fine Arts at Faith Christian 
School in Roanoke, Virginia. During his tenure at Faith, Scott has made significant adjust-
ments in his teaching methods as he came to a deeper understanding of how art instruc-
tion could better reflect a distinctly Christian classical approach. Scott believes his most 
recent adjustments have had the greatest impact on his students and he is eager to share 
his journey with other teachers and administrators. Scott believes his approach can help 
inform teachers in other disciplines. Scott’s “Slow Looking” course is a required compo-
nent of Faith’s teacher training program. Scott has taught art K-5 for four years at Lansing 
Christian School in Lansing, Michigan, in addition to his fourteen years at Faith Christian 
School. He has an Associates Degree in Commercial Art from Oakland Community Col-
lege in West Bloomfield, Michigan, as well as a B.S. in Art Education from Taylor Univer-
sity in Upland, Indiana. Scott is married to the love of his life, Deborah, and they have six 
children who are mostly grown. He loves to teach art and to create artwork of his own. 

ROBIN MCLAURIN (rmclaurin@gracetx.org)
“Art and Nature—STEAM Projects”

Robin McLaurin has served for 13 years at Grace Academy as the visual arts teacher 
and lead for the Fine Art Department. She has also served 13 years as an Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Visual Arts at the University of Mary Hardin Baylor. McLaurin has presented 
topics before on art at ACCS, SCL and TAEA. She enjoys teaching and guiding students to 
experience the connections between science, technology, engineering, art, and mathe-
matics (STEAM). She holds a B. S. in Elementary Education, an M. A. in Art Education, and 
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an MFA in Visual Arts. She enjoys traveling, especially to visit her two grown sons and 
their families. Her professional photography practice includes working with wet, analog, 
and alternative processes. McLaurin passes on to her classes the lessons she learns as 
a professional artist. She has been a member of the Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA) 
since 2014. She has been awarded artist-in-residencies, has shown nationally and inter-
nationally, and her work is held in private collections. As a volunteer professional pho-
tographer her photographs have been used for mission work and for the Heart Galley of 
Texas, an art exhibit intended to serve as a community outreach featuring children who 
are waiting for adoption. In her spare time, she is learning Scottish Gaelic, enjoys Scot-
tish Country dancing, and playing the Irish flute and tin whistle. She is loving the bless-
ings the Lord has bestowed upon her.

JASON MODAR (jasonmodar@regentsacademy.com)
“Practical Progymnasmata: Making Sense and Use of an Ancient Rhetorical 
Masterclass”

Jason Modar teaches Economics, Logic, Rhetoric I, and Omnibus VI (Modernity II) in the 
Logic & Rhetoric School at Regents Academy. He managed to hoodwink his alma mater, 
William Jessup University, into awarding him with a degree in Bible & Theology. Before 
escaping to Texas and working at Regents, Jason worked at a Christian radio station in 
California. He and his wife, Kelsie, have been married for seven years. They have three 
daughters and a son. You will occasionally find Jason attempting to recapture his youth 
by playing basketball with Regent’s students. Jason also likes to read, run, and write.

KAREN MOORE (kmoore@gracetx.org)
“Reading Latin Manuscripts”

Karen T� Moore is the author of multiple Latin books, including Libellus de Historia, the 
Latin Alive! series and the Latin for Teachers course, all published by Classical Academic 
Press, and Hancus ille Vaccanis, published by Logos Press. Karen has served as the Classics 
Chair at Grace Academy in Georgetown, Texas, since 2002, where she built the 3rd-12th 
grade classical language program. She is also an adjunct professor of Classics at Houston 
Christian University and a board member for the ACCS Institute of Classical Languages. 
Karen holds a B.A. in Classics from the University of Texas at Austin and an M. Sc. in Clas-
sical Art & Archaeology from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, where she spent time 
researching Latin manuscripts. Karen and her husband, Bryan, are the proud parents of 
three Grace Academy Alumni.

KENNY ORTIZ (kenny.ortiz@bcsmn.edu)
“How to Teach Our Kids to Defend Against Radical Gender Ideology in Age 
Appropriate Ways”

Kenneth E� Ortiz (M.Div.) is a professor at Bethlehem College & Seminary and a pastor 
at Cities Church in St. Paul, Minnesota. He has 15+ years of pastoral ministry experi-
ence. He’s also a Ph.D. candidate at Midwestern Seminary and host of “Theology for the 
Rest of Us.” Kenneth lives in Bloomington, Minnesota with his wife Malaina; they have 
two children.
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TAMMY PETERS (tammypeters7158@gmail.com)
“Writing in the Grammar Stage—Engaging in the Beauty”
“The What and Why of Teaching Grammar”

Tammy Peters and her husband, Hud, live in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and have ten 
grandchildren. Tammy received her B. A. in elementary education and a minor in English 
from University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, and her master’s degree in Reading 
Comprehension from Cardinal Stritch University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Tammy retired 
as a third-grade teacher at Mars Hill Academy, a classical Christian school in Cincinna-
ti, Ohio, where she taught, wrote grammar curriculum, and mentored the elementary 
staff. Currently, Tammy conducts training workshops for classical Christian and charter 
schools. Tammy has co-authored with Dr. Dan Coupland an English grammar curricu-
lum (8 books) with Classical Academic Press, titled Well-Ordered Language: The Curious 
Child’s Guide to Grammar.

KEITH PHILLIPS (phillips.keith@schaefferacademy.org)
“Machen: Courage, Clarity, and Common Ground”

Keith Phillips is Head of School at Schaeffer Academy in Rochester, Minnesota, where 
he has served for the past 26 years. Prior to Schaeffer Academy, Keith served as an ad-
ministrator at Kauai Christian Academy on the beautiful north shore of Kauai and re-
ceived an M. A. in Educational Policy and Leadership from The Ohio State University. 
Keith is a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church and a permanent member, and current 
chair, of the ACCS Board of Directors.

JARROD RICHEY (jrichey@nsa.edu)
“More than a Garnish: The Centrality of Music in Classical Christian Education”

Jarrod Richey has been teaching general music and choir classes at Geneva Academy in 
West Monroe, Louisiana, since 2008. He is the founder and music director of the Delta 
Youth Chorale, a children’s community choir that promotes music literacy through sing-
ing, folk dance, and activities in northeast Louisiana. Additionally, Mr. Richey previously 
taught voice, choir, and music appreciation classes at the University of Louisiana Mon-
roe. He received his bachelor’s degree at Louisiana Tech University before completing 
his Masters of Music at the University of Louisiana Monroe. Mr. Richey also completed 
his national Kodály music teacher certification from Wichita State University. He is cur-
rently pursuing a Ph.D. in Church Music and Worship at Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He is the Assistant Director of the New Saint Andrews 
Conservatory of Music at New Saint Andrews College in Moscow, Idaho. Additionally, he 
teaches solfege musicianship, folk-dancing, and folk song research and analysis courses 
each July and August for their Kodály music teacher training program (Chenaniah Sum-
mer Music Institute) at New Saint Andrews College. Mr. Richey is an active elementary 
and middle school choir clinician. He is the Jubilate Deo Summer Music Camp founder 
and director, a week-long choir and music camp open to kindergarten through first-year 
college students each June. Mr. Richey is the author of BACH to the Future: Fostering Music 
Literacy Today (2016). He is the general editor and contributing author to the ACCS pub-
lication Raise the Song: A Classical Christian Guide to Music Education (2019). Jarrod and 
his lovely wife, Sarah, have seven choristers in training ranging from toddler to fifteen.

MAIN CONFERENCE: SPEAKERS

67 ACCS CONFERENCE | PITTSBURGH, PA



MAIN CONFERENCE: SPEAKERS

STEPHEN RIPPON (srippon@dvclassical.org)
“Beauty, Incarnation, and Prophecy: Russian Literature in the Classical Christian School”

Stephen Rippon teaches upper school literature and composition at Delaware Valley 
Classical School in New Castle, Delaware. In addition to sixteen years of teaching in clas-
sical Christian schools, Stephen taught four years at the U.S. Air Force Academy. He is 
grateful for the opportunity to read and teach the great works of Homer, Shakespeare, 
and Dostoevsky (among other favorites) year after year in a Christian setting. He has 
contributed three guides to the Canon Classics Worldview Series, including one on Solz-
henitsyn’s One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. Stephen’s wife, Jennifer, teaches science 
at DVCS, and they have three children. 

JOSEPH ROBERTS (roberts_1359@hotmail.com)
“Get Your Students Reading Latin”

Joseph Roberts grew up in Aguascalientes, Mexico. He holds a B.A. and an M.A. from 
New Saint Andrews College. He taught Latin at Logos School in Moscow, Idaho, before 
becoming the Headmaster of Lewis Clark Christian School in Lewiston, Idaho. He and 
his wife, Lia, have written the Latin readers Fabellae Simplices and Mustelae Piratae, pub-
lished by Picta Dicta.

CALEB SASSER (csasser@westsideacademy.org)
“Directing Affections to Beauty”

Caleb Sasser is the Upper School Principal and Humanities Department Chair at West-
side Christian Academy in Westlake, Ohio. He teaches Shakespeare, Plato, Homer, and 
many other classics while advising student theses, taking an active role in teacher train-
ing and mentoring, and leading the Upper School Faculty. He has taught students at ev-
ery stage of the trivium in his nine-year career in classical Christian schools. Caleb is a 
commissioned Lay Catechist in his parish of St. Anselm Anglican Church. He also enjoys 
spending time with his family (he and his wife, Anna, have three amazing and endless-
ly surprising kids), working in his garden and woodshop, taking long hikes, and reading 
good books. He holds a B.A. in Classical Liberal Arts: Pedagogy from Patrick Henry Col-
lege where he received the award for excellence in the Classical Liberal Arts. 

SANDY SCHINETSKY & MARTHA SHAUNESSY (sschinetsky@regentsaustin.org)  
(mShaunessy@regentsaustin.org)
“Those Who Teach, Know: A Method of Utilizing ‘Dialogue’ as a Form of Assessment”

Sandra Schinetsky has been teaching mathematics at Regents School of Austin since 
January 2017. She earned both her bachelor and master degrees in education from Lou-
isiana State University, and is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Mathematics Education 
from Texas State University. After teaching junior high mathematics in Louisiana public 
schools, she realized that classical Christian education is the best way to educate chil-
dren and has spent the past six years teaching Algebra I, Geometry, and Precalculus at 
Regents. This will be her second time presenting at an ACCS National Convention, the 
first was in 2020 when she presented “How to Engage Students in a Meaningful Mathe-
matics Harkness.” 
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Martha Shaunessy has been teaching Geometry for three years at Regents School of 
Austin. She earned her bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M University. After graduating 
from Texas A&M University, Martha realized that she wanted to teach at a school that 
focused more on the student as a whole. Martha’s first introduction to classical Christian 
education was at Regents. While teaching at Regents, Martha realized that the classical 
model helps to engage and grow the student’s character and academics. This is Martha’s 
first time presenting at ACCS. 

CHRIS SCHLECT & ANDREW SELBY (W/ DAVID DIENER) (cschlect@nsa.edu)  
(aselby@trinityclassicalacademy.com)
Parts I and II: “Reflections on Dorothy Sayers’ ‘Lost Tools of Learning’”

Christopher Schlect, Ph. D., has worked in classical and Christian education for thirty 
years. Chris is the Director of the Classical and Christian Studies program at New Saint 
Andrews College, where he also teaches courses in history and classical rhetoric. He has 
also taught advanced courses in history at Washington State University, and he has in-
terpreted historical sites as a ranger for the U.S. National Park Service. Chris has taught 
many subjects in grades seven through twelve at Logos School in Moscow, Idaho, where 
he also coached a high-achieving Mock Trial team for 24 years. He now serves classical 
and Christian schools around the country through his teaching, consulting, and training 
activities. Chris and his wife, Brenda, have five grown children, all products of a classical 
and Christian education, as are all their spouses. They have nine delightful grandchil-
dren who remind them of God’s faithfulness.

Andrew Selby has been a leader in classical education for over a decade. He has a 
B.A. from Biola University where he studied Great Books at the Torrey Honors College, 
an M.A. in Historical Theology from University of Toronto, and a Ph.D. in Religion from 
Baylor University. In 2020, he published his dissertation with Gorgias Press: Ambrose 
of Milan’s On the Holy Spirit: Rhetoric, Theology, and Sources. He also regularly writes and 
speaks on topics related to classical education and theology among other subjects. He 
has co-led classical conferences and retreats, including the Alcuin West and Alcuin Mid-
west Retreats. He has taught students from fifth grade through post-graduate in sub-
jects such as Latin, rhetoric, composition, logic, history, literature, philosophy, Bible, and 
theology. He has also conducted teacher training in classical pedagogy and curriculum. 
Andrew is passionate about classical Christian education but even more so about his 
wife, Malea, and his five children. He loves reading novels, singing hymns and Psalms in 
four-part harmony with his church family, teaching adult Sunday School, hiking the hills 
of Santa Clarita, finishing a good workout, fishing, eating and drinking well, and discuss-
ing Great Books and the Bible. 

ANDREW SMALLEY (asmalley@veritasclassicalschool.org)
“Completing the Trivium is a Must”

Dr. Andrew Smalley serves as Head of School at Veritas Classical School in St. Augus-
tine. He has an extensive background in K-12 classical Christian education. In addition 
to direct classroom work, Andrew has almost 20 years of administrative experience, in-
cluding serving as Dean of Students at a school in Pennsylvania and Director of Fine Arts 
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in Texas. He is originally from England and completed his post-graduate certificate in Ed-
ucation at Birmingham City University in England and his Master of Arts degree at Villa-
nova. His doctorate is in Educational Leadership, having also completed his Educational 
Specialist (Ed. S.) degree in the same discipline. Andrew is passionate about leadership 
development for students, faculty, and administration in the Christian school environ-
ment and is a national speaker in this area. In recent years, he has been invited to speak 
at the national conferences for the Council on Educational Standards and Accountability 
(CESA) and the Society of Classical Learning (SCL) as well as The Deeper Learning Con-
ference. Andrew and his wife, Robin, have been married since 2002 and have three chil-
dren. He is a competitive triathlete and an avid sailor in his spare time.

ROBERT STACEY (rstacey@augustineschool.com)
“Dealing with Public Controversy”

Dr. Robert D� Stacey serves as the first Head of School at Augustine School in Jackson, 
Tennessee. Augustine is an independent classical Christian preK–12 school of 210 stu-
dents that emphasizes Christian education, classical pedagogy, and the Great Books in 
service to Christian families of west Tennessee. Formerly, Dr. Stacey was the Provost 
at The Saint Constantine School and College and Professor of Government and Great 
Texts. He has taught a range of courses throughout his career in the Great Books, 
American Political and Social Thought, Economics, History, and Constitutionalism. In 
addition, he has published a book in partnership with the Alliance Defending Freedom 
entitled Sir William Blackstone and Common Law (2008), as well as a host of articles and 
reviews on topics ranging from philosophy of education to presidential elections. Prior 
to helping found The Saint Constantine School and College, Dr. Stacey served as Asso-
ciate Provost at Houston Christian University and founding Dean of the HCU Honors 
College, Associate Professor in Regent University’s Robertson School of Government, 
and founding Chairman of the Department of Government at Patrick Henry College 
where he also taught the college’s flagship course, Freedom’s Foundations. Dr. Stacey 
took his B.A. (cum laude) in Political Science at the University of Pennsylvania in 1991 
and his M.A. and Ph.D. in Government at the University of Virginia, completed in 1998. 
In his free time, Dr. Stacey is a dedicated obstacle racing competitor and enjoys camp-
ing, hiking, kayaking, and just about anything done in the wild. Robert and his wife, 
Sherry, have three sons.

JAMIE SULLIVAN (jsullivan@highlandrimacademy.org)
“The Handwritten Word: An Exercise in Beauty”

Jamie Sullivan was born and raised in the rural community of Sparta, Tennessee, where 
she lives with her husband of 21 years, John, and their son, Jace, who is 16 years old. Jace 
is a sophomore at Highland Rim Academy in Cookeville, Tennessee, where he has attend-
ed since Kindergarten. Jamie graduated from Tennessee Tech University in 2002 with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. Jamie has enjoyed teaching for twelve years; 
seven of those at Highland Rim Academy in the second and third grades. Jamie also en-
joys calligraphy, knitting, baking, gardening, and being at home. 
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JASON VALLEY (jason.valley@heritageclassicalacademy.org)
“Stamping Eternity on the Eyeballs: Enabling the Masterpiece to See His Master”

Jason Valley is a teacher in the Logic School at Heritage Classical Academy in Cleve-
land, Ohio. Prior to teaching at Heritage Classical Academy, Jason was a university 
instructor in occupational therapy. In 2021, he earned his PhD in occupational ther-
apy from Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. His dissertation 
examined the interrelationship between high school students’ time use on screen-
based activities, life meaning, and psychological well-being. Based on his studies of 
adolescent screen use, he wrote an article for the 2023 winter issue of Classis, enti-
tled, “Social Media or The Savior? The Answer to the Adolescent Quest for Identity.” 
Currently, Jason is working on a qualitative study exploring the self-perceived mean-
ing of the classical Christian paideia in the lives of virtuous college students who at-
tended classical Christian schools. Jason loves spending time with his beautiful wife, 
Josie (also a teacher at Heritage), and his three children, Noah, Clara, and Hannah. 
He also loves playing piano, exercising, playing sports, and reading great books. For 
Jason, the world of classical Christian education is a recently discovered treasure 
that he never knew he was searching for.

JANINE WARMOUTH (jwarmouth@theambroseschool.org) 
“Creating a Godly Classroom Culture”

Janine Warmouth teaches third grade at The Ambrose School in Meridian, Idaho. 
Her first introduction to classical Christian education came in 1999 as she and her 
husband were investigating education options for their children. Upon finding a 
wonderful school in their hometown, her immediate reaction was, “I wish I would 
have gotten this kind of education.” That year she attended her first ACCS confer-
ence and also started teaching kindergarten at the same school. For the next 12 
years she taught kindergarten, and then moved to second grade for two years. She 
has been teaching at Ambrose since 2014. Her love and conviction for classical Chris-
tian education has only deepened over these years and she is honored and pleased 
to be counted among those serving the Lord in this way.

CARMEN WATSON (cwatson@pcsclassical.org)
“Smoothing Your Path Through the ACCS Accreditation Process”

Carmen Watson has been a teacher in classical Christian schools for eighteen years 
and an administrator for nine years, including two years as the Upper School Princi-
pal at Providence Classical School (PCS) in Spring, Texas. During her time at PCS, Car-
men has successfully coordinated the school’s ACCS reaccreditation process three 
times, including this past spring. She has also served on three accreditation visit 
committees, so she is familiar with the accreditation process from both sides. Car-
men earned her M. Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction from Covenant College in 2016 
and enjoys helping teachers and administrators improve classroom practice and the 
documentation of their curriculum and other systems.
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JOSH WILKERSON (jwilkerson@regentsaustin.org)
“Cultivating a Classical Christian Mathematics Program K-12”

Dr. Josh Wilkerson currently serves as the K-12 Mathematics Department Chair at Regents 
School of Austin in Austin, Texas. He has nearly two decades of experience in education, the 
past eleven having taken place in a classical Christian context. He holds a B.S. in mathematics 
from Texas A&M, a Th.M. in historical theology from Dallas Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D. 
in math education from Texas State University. He is the acting president of the Association 
of Christians in the Mathematical Sciences and the author of the website GodandMath.com. 

KAJSA WILKINS (kwilkins@theambroseschool.org)
“Shaping Round Pegs in a Square-Holed World”

Kajsa Wilkins serves as the North Campus Dean at The Ambrose School in Meridian, Ida-
ho.  She attended Logos School in Moscow and graduated from University of Idaho.  She 
and her husband lived in Manhattan where she taught music while Bray performed in 
Opera and Broadway.  Covid lockdowns sent them to Wichita, Kansas where Kajsa served 
as Director of Academics and Fine Arts.  They are thrilled to be back in Idaho where their 
two teens attend The Ambrose School.  Kajsa is eager to continue pursuing and furthering 
classical Christian education for God’s glory.  “For the earth will be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).

DOUGLAS WILSON (office@christkirk.com)
“Tombs of the Prophets”
“Scriptural Integraton”

Douglas Wilson is the minister of Christ Church in Moscow, Idaho. He is a founding board 
member of both Logos School and New Saint Andrews College, and serves as an instruc-
tor at Greyfriars Hall, a ministerial training program at Christ Church. He is the author of 
numerous books on classical Christian education, the family, and the Reformed faith.

KYLE WILSON (kyle.wilson@covenantchristian.net)
“AI Writing Bots and the Future of Classical Academic Pedagogy”

Kyle Wilson lives in Richardson, Texas, with his wife, Holly. Before entering into educa-
tion, Kyle served as a youth pastor and college pastor at local churches around Dallas. 
Currently, Kyle leads the Bible Department at Covenant Christian Academy in Colleyville, 
Texas, where he teaches 11th and 12th Bible and Rhetoric. Kyle recently completed his 
Ph.D. in Leadership; his dissertation research explored culture’s impact on calling.

CHRISTIE WRIGHT (cwright@highlandrimacademy.org)
“Seven Laws of Teaching”

Christie Wright serves as the Assistant Head of School and Academic Dean at High-
land Rim Academy in Cookeville, Tennessee. She was instrumental in the founding of the 
school in 2007 and has spent most of her instructional time in the humanities and rheto-
ric classes. She earned a B.A. in English Literature at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
and an M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction from Tennessee Technological University. She 
enjoys her country home with her husband of over twenty years, Jeff, where the chickens 
and the children are all pasture-raised.
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JEFFREY WRIGHT (jwright@highlandrimacademy.org)
“Institutional Bravery”

Jeff Wright is a pastor and teacher. He is married to Christie, with whom they have a 
passel of kids. He holds a B.A. and MAR. degree and has been involved with classical 
Christian education for more than a decade. He thinks That Hideous Strength is predictive 
prophecy, local pizza joints are the best place to eat, and Appalachia is God’s country.

KOURTNEY WRIGHT (kwright@westsideacademy.org)
“The Shepherd Teacher: Gracious Classroom Management”

Kourtney Wright is the Director of Teacher Development, overseeing Westside Chris-
tian Academy’s Arete Institute for Classical Christian Instruction, and the Grammar 
School Curriculum & Instruction at WCA in Westlake, Ohio. She has taught at WCA 
since 2011 in grades PreK–8, as well as serving in leadership capacities. Kourtney de-
veloped a love for classical education as a student of the Great Books Honors College 
at Faulkner University. She is passionate about training teachers in classical method-
ology, biblical worldview integration, and the shepherding of students’ hearts. Her 
passion for teacher training has led her to minister through professional develop-
ment mission trips to teachers in Central Asia. When she is not teaching, she can be 
found volunteering, playing board games, or hiking with her husband and children.
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SHARING WISDOM
GROWING FRIENDSHIPS

2023 DATES
SEPTEMBER 25–26
NC: Cary Christian School

TN: Highland Rim Academy

SEPTEMBER 28–29
FL: Geneva Classical Academy

AL: Trinity Christian School

OCTOBER 5–6
PA: Philadelphia Classical School 

MI: Bloomfield Christian

OCTOBER 12–13
MN: Schaeffer Academy

TX: Regents School of Austin

OCTOBER 16–17
CO: Arma Dei Academy

KS: Classical School of Wichita

OCTOBER 23–24
CA: Trinity Classical Academy

NOVEMBER 9–10
WA: The Oaks

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, 
join us for a 2023 Fall Regional 
Administrators Summit!  

Now with multiple locations across the country, 
this year’s Summits provide more opportunities 
for us to build relationships with fellow admin-
istrators and discuss the real-world issues we 
face within our school communities.

• Connect with nearby colleagues

• Discuss important issues

• Pray for one another

• Bear one another’s burdens

• Equip yourself to fight for the 
souls of your students and the 
security of your school

Visit classicalchristian.org/ 
regional-administrative-summits 

Contact Dr. Tim Dernlan at  
tdernlan@accsedu.org
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PSALM 136:1–9, 23–26

Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 
Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures forever. 
Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy endures forever: 

To Him who alone does great wonders, For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who by wisdom made the heavens, For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who laid out the earth above the waters, For His mercy endures forever; 
To Him who made great lights, For His mercy endures forever— 
The sun to rule by day, For His mercy endures forever; 
The moon and stars to rule by night, For His mercy endures forever.
. . . Who remembered us in our lowly state, For His mercy endures forever; 
And rescued us from our enemies, For His mercy endures forever; 
Who gives food to all flesh, For His mercy endures forever. 

 Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! For His mercy endures forever.  
        
Amen�

HYMNS, PSALMS, PRAYERS
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HYMNS, PSALMS, PRAYERS

DR. MARTYN LLOYD JONES (1969)

O Lord our God, have mercy upon us. Forgive us especially, we pray thee again, 
for our folly—for our foolish talking about our century and the "modern man", as 
if anything had changed.

Awaken us, we pray thee, and bring us to see that thy method is still the same, 
that the truth remains unchanged and unchanging, and that the power of the 
blessed Holy Spirit is in no sense diminished.

Lord, hear us. Revive thy work O Lord, thy mighty arm make bare. Speak with a 
voice that wakes the dead and make the people hear. And unto thee, and unto 
thee alone, shall we give all the praise and the honour and the glory, both now 
and forever, amen.

PSALM 5:3-8

O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice;
 in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch.
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;
 evil may not dwell with you.
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
 you hate all evildoers.
You destroy those who speak lies;
 the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
 will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple
 in the fear of you.
Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness
 because of my enemies;
 make your way straight before me.
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ANSELM (1033-1109)

Lord, because you have made me, I owe you the whole of my love; because you 
have redeemed me, I owe you the whole of myself; because you have promised 
so much, I owe you my whole being. Moreover, I owe you as much more love 
than myself as you are greater than I, for whom you gave yourself and to whom 
you promised yourself. I pray you, Lord, make me taste by love what I taste by 
knowledge; let me know by love what I know by understanding. I owe you more 
than my whole self, but I have no more, and by myself I cannot render the whole 
of it to you. Draw me to you, Lord, in the fullness of your love. I am wholly yours 
by creation; make me all yours, too, in love.

PSALM 51:1–8

O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch.
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;
evil may not dwell with you.
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers.
You destroy those who speak lies;
the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple
in the fear of you.
Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness
because of my enemies;
make your way straight before me.

HYMNS, PSALMS, PRAYERS
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HYMNS, PSALMS, PRAYERS

ST PATRICK (377)

I arise today
Through the strength of Christ's birth and His baptism,
Through the strength of His crucifixion and His burial,
Through the strength of His resurrection and His ascension,
Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom.

Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

I arise today 

Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
Through a belief in the Threeness,
Through a confession of the Oneness
Of the Creator of creation
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I  CHRONICLES 29:10–13 (ESV)

Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly.

And David said: “Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever 
and ever.

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours.

Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.

Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all.

In your hand are power and might,
and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.

And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name.”

HYMNS, PSALMS, PRAYERS
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Words: Edward Perronet, 1779, and John Rippon, 1787

Music: Oliver Holden, 1793
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All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
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Words: William Kethe, 1560, alt.

Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551
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Words: William Kethe, 1560, alt.

Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551

All People at on Earth Do Dwell

P 100

OLD HUNDREDTH
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Words: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.

Music: Ander eil des Erneuerten Gesangbuchs, Pt. 2, 1665; harm. W. Sterndale Bennett, 1863

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

 

LOBE DEN HERREN
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Words: Martin Rinckart, 1636; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1858

Music: Johann Crüger, 1648

Now ank We All Our God

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
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Words: Anonymous, 1757

Music: Felice de Giardini, ca. 1762

 

Come, ou Almighty King

TRINITY (ITALIAN HYMN)
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Words: Anonymous, 1757

Music: Felice de Giardini, ca. 1762
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TRINITY (ITALIAN HYMN)
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Words: “K” in Rippon’s Selection of Hymns, 1787

Music: A Compilation of Genuine Church Music, 1832

How Firm a Foundation

FOUNDATION
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Words: Isaac Watts, 1719

Music: William Cro, 1708

Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

P 90

6. Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

bears all its sons away;

they fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the opening day.

7. O God, our help in ages past,

    our hope for years to come,

    be ou our Guide while life shall last,

    and our eternal home!
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ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM
Kirsten Snarey
15100 N. 90th St. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260
602-478-4434
ksnarey@adflegal.org

AMBROSE MEDIA GROUP, THE
Stormy Goodwin
PO Box 216 
Eagle, ID 83616 
208-412-4974
contact@ambrosemediastore.com

AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN CREDIT UNION
Frank Clement
2100 E Rte. 66 P.O. Box 5100
Glendora, CA 91740
800-343-6328
fclement@americasccu.com

AMERICAN CORNERSTONE
Belsis Romero
50 F Street NW, Suite 530
Washington, D.C. 20001
belsis.romero@americancornerstone.org

ANSWERS IN GENESIS
Georgia Purdom
PO Box 510
Hebren, KY 41048
859-240-2365
gpurdom@answersingenesis.org

APPLE TREE FINANCIAL GROUP
Doug Buller
4321 Flagstaff Cove
Fort Wayne, IN 46815
574-579-3024
dwbuller@gmail.com

BAKER PUBLISHING GROUP
Kelsey Acker
6030 E Fulton St
Ada, MI49301
616-676-9185
kacker@bakerpublishinggroup.com

BETHLEHEM COLLEGE AND SEMINARY
Jason Abell
720 13th Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN 55415
651-295-9253
jason.abell@bcsmn.edu 

BEYOND MEASURE
Takara Williams
5001 California Ave Suite 214
Bakersfield, CA93309
661-978-2791
takara@gobeyondmeasure.org

BIBLIOPLAN
Julia Nalle
1872 Shiloh Church Rd.
Palmyra, VA 22963
434-589-4102
contactus@biblioplan.net

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY
Rebecca Cianciolo
1700 Wade Hampton Blvd
Greenville, SC 29614
864-242-5100
recruit@bju.edu

BOYCE COLLEGE
Abigail Reff
2825 Lexington Road
Louisville, KY 40280
502-897-4201
areff@sbts.edu

BRIDGE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES - LIFELINE 
Children’s Services
Ann Maura Hinton
505 Reedy Creek Rd
Cary, NC 25711
205-907-5018
annmaura.hinton@lifelinechild.org

BROTHERHOOD MUTUAL
Niyoki Chapman
6400 Brotherhood Way
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
260-481-1170
nchapman@brotherhoodmutual.com
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CAIRN UNIVERSITY
Natalie Smith
200 Manor Ave
Langhorne, PA 19047
215-702-4242
nsmith@cairn.edu

CANON PRESS
Brian Kohl
207 N Main St 
Moscow, ID 83843
208-301-1909
brian@canonpress.com

CCU ACADEMY
Meghan Hickman
8787 W. Alameda Ave, ATTN: CCU Academy
Lakewood, CO 80226
719-494-7396
mehickman@ccu.edu 

CENTERFORLIT
Ian Andrews
3350 Beck Rd
Rice, WA 99167
517-610-1047
i.andrews@centerforlit.com

CHAMPION GROUP, THE
Walter Kearns
245 Miller Circle
Pelham, AL 35124
205-602-2555
walter@champevents.com 

CHINESE EDUCATION FREEDOM FUND
Brenda Schaefer
PO Box 304
Orlando, FL 32790
724-513-0735
brenda@ceff.us

CHRISTIAN HALLS INTERNATIONAL
Nicholas Ellis
901 W Bardin Rd #101
Arlington, TX 76017
919-880-3153
nick@christianhalls.org

CIRCE
Matthew Kern
81 McCachern Blvd
Concord, NC 28095
704-794-2227
matthew@circeinstitute.org

CLASSICAL ACADEMIC PRESS
Karen Whitlock & Julie Hodge
515 South 32nd St
Camp Hill, PA 17011
866-730-0711
kwhitlock@classicalsubjects.com  
juliehodge@classicalsubjects.com

CLASSICALHUB
Barbara Hansen
3255 S 182nd St
SeaTac, WA 98188
206-261-8797
bhansen@seattleclassicalchristianschool.org

CLASSREACH
Vanessa Lopez
PO Box 2733
Wylie, TX 75098
903-213-2024
vanessa.lopez@classreach.com 

CLT
Adam Roate
73 Franklin St
Annapolis, MD 21401
517-932-8722
ARoate@cltexam.com

EIGHTH DAY BOOKS
Warren Farha
2838 E. Douglas Ave. 
Wichita, KS 67214
316-683-9446
warren@eighthdaybooks.com

ERB
Jason Lasnetski 
105 E. 34 St Suite 146
New York, NY 10016
646-503-2642
jlasnetski@erblearn.org 
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FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JAMES 
(TOUCHSTONE AND SALVO)
William Blackburn
PO Box 410788
Chicago, IL 60641
629-254-5654
william@fsj.org

FOCUS GROUP, THE
Kendy Horsley
521 A1A Beach Blvd 
St. Augustine, FL 32080
904-347-5356
khorsley@thefocusgroup.com 

FOOTSTEPS MINISTRIES
Dave Sparks
2308 King Arthur Blvd
Lewisville, TX 75056
972-418-6103
dave@footstepministries.org

GROVE CITY COLLEGE
Lynise Massella
100 Campus Drive 
Grove City, PA 16127
724-967-5648
massellals@gcc.edu

GUTENBERG COLLEGE 
Pamela Lee
1883 University Street
Eugene, OR 97403
503-990-6789
plee@gutenberg.edu

HILLSDALE COLLEGE
Jaime Boerema
33 E College St.
Hillsdale, MI 49242
231-392-3275
jboerema@hillsdale.edu 

LAND’S END OUTFITTERS
Jeanne Olsen
6 Lands’ End Ln
Dodgeville, WI 53595
608-334-6883
Jeanne.Olson@landsend.com

MASTER’S UNIVERSITY, THE
Zach Rodriguez
21726 Placerita Canyon Rd
Santa Clarita, CA 91321
661-713-3753
zrodriguez@masters.edu

MATH SONGS
Sarah Brown
6 Maggies Lane
Downingtown, PA 19335
810-293-4837
sarah@math-songs.com

MEALMANAGE
Rajesh Kumar
9850 N 73rd St, #2032
Scottsdale, AZ 85258
602-334-9964
rajesh@mealmanage.com

MEDIEVAL MAPMAKER
Jesse Kennedy
W 6390 Gem Ave
Endeavor, WI 53930
608-886-8383
jessekennedy99@gmail.com

MEMORIA PRESS
Shane Saxon
10901 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40243
502-855-4824
shane@memoriapress.com

NEW SAINT ANDREWS COLLEGE
Caleb Salmon
405 S Main St
Moscow, ID 83843
208-882-1566
caleb.recruitment@nsa.edu

PAYROLL SHOPPE, THE
John Holt
1508 Mt. Nebo Rd
Sewickley, PA 15143
724-906-4815
john.holt@thepayrollshoppe.com
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CONFERENCE VENDORS

PICTA DICTA & UNIVERSAL LATIN EXAM
Tim Griffith
811 Harold St
Moscow, ID 83843
208-301-3408
timlgriffith@gmail.com

PROFOUND PROMISES
Bonnie Fite
PO Box 1599
Fairfax, VA 22038
571-449-1107
bjfite@reagan.com

PROVIDENCE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Shane Becker
464 E. Walnut St
Pasadena, CA 91101
714-276-7457
shaneb@providencecc.edu

RAFIKI FOUNDATION
Geri Sullivan
PO Box 1988
Eustis, FL 32727
352-483-9976
geris@rafikifoundation.org

ROCKBRIDGE ACADEMY
Heather Reardon
680 Evergreen Rd. 
Crownsville, MD 21032
410-923-1171
hreardon@rockbridge.org 

ROMAN ROADS PRESS
Daniel Foucachon
121 E 3rd St
Moscow, ID 83843
208-596-8190
daniel@romanroadsmedia.com

SAMARITAN MINISTRIES
PO BOX 3618 
Peoria, IL 61612
promotions@samaritanministries.org

SCHOOLRIGHT
Clint Holden
439 E Pine Ridge Dr
Westfield, IN 46074
303-862-1240
clint@schoolright.net

SLATER STRATEGIES
Mitchell Slater
774 SW Sail Ter 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34953
mitchell@slaterstrategies.com

STUDY THE GREAT BOOKS
Jacob Allee
10139 E Knowles Ave
Mesa, VA 85209
3162077876
jacob.allee84@gmail.com

SUMMIT MINISTRIES 
Lois McNair
941 Osage Ave
Manitou, CO 80829
251-978-2898
lois.mcnair@summit.org

THALES COLLEGE
Kelly Ellis
3121 Heritage Trade Dr
Wake Forest, NC 27587
919-263-0422
kelly.ellis@thalescollege.org

TIMOTHY GROUP, THE
Brent Nudo 
1663 Sutherland Dr. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
616-224-4060
bnudo@timothygroup.com 

UNUSUALLY BRILLIANT ADVENTURES
Jonathan Pappas
2958 West Colony Ct.
Eagle, ID 83616
208-999-1841
jonathanpappas@protonmail.com

VERITAS PRESS
Molly Nickles
1085 Olde Homestead Ln
Lancaster, PA 17601
2699101678
mollyn@veritaspress.com
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“The end then of learning is to repair 
the ruins of our first parents  

by regaining to know God aright,  
and out of that knowledge 

to love him, 
to imitate him, 
to be like him, 

as we may the nearest by possessing 
our souls of true virtue, which being 
united to the heavenly grace of faith 

makes up the highest perfection.”

—John Milton,
Tractate on Education
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